
CHAPTER 11 TWO WITNESSES 
 

 "And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying RISE, AND MEASURE THE 

TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THE ALTAR, AND THEM THAT WORSHIP THEREIN. But the court which is 

without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread 

under foot forty and two months." (11:1,2 ) 

 

The Prophet Daniel predicted that the Antichrist and his Gentile or unsaved armies would not only invade 

Jerusalem, the "holy city," but that he would also pollute the temple itself. So THIS VERSE MUST NOT REFER 

TO A PHYSICAL TEMPLE, SINCE THE TEMPLE HERE IS UNTOUCHED. 

 

The temple here is divided into two parts: 

  1) The temple itself, and 

  2) The court. 

 

Solomon's temple was also divided into two parts: 

  1) A small inner court containing the temple and the altar of burnt offerings where only the priests 

could enter, and 

  2) A large outer court where the people worshipped. 

 

So THIS SPIRITUAL TEMPLE THAT JOHN WAS TO MEASURE SEEMS TO SYMBOLISE TWO 

TYPES OF BELIEVERS, the first composed of the true, dedicated followers of the Lord, His priests who serve 

Him continually, fellowshipping with Him in the temple of His Spirit and sacrificing their lives on the altar of His 

service. (Romans 12:1) 

 

THE OUTER COURT AND ITS OCCUPANTS SEEM TO SYMBOLISE THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE 

CHURCH--the big, external, visible Church System, professing to be Christians, but neither spending time in the 

temple of His Spirit nor sacrificing their lives and dying daily for Him. 

 

ONLY THE ONES WHO HAVE THE FAITH AND THE HEALING AND THE MIRACLE POWER OF 

GOD ARE GOING TO SURVIVE THE COMING HORRIBLE TRIBULATION PERIOD--those forty-two 

months or last 3-1/2 years when the Devil-inspired forces of the AC will tread under foot God's spiritual Holy City--

the Church. 

 

Maybe the inner court which is protected from destruction for 3 1/2 years could be symbolic of GOD'S TWO 

WITNESSES whom nothing shall hurt till they've finished their testimony at the end of 3 1/2 years. 

 

AND WHAT IS THE ROD THAT JOHN USED to measure the temple and them that worshipped therein? IT'S 

THE WORD--"the rod of HIS MOUTH"! (Isaiah.11:4) Without the spirit it seems weak and dead like a weak reed, 

but when God anoints it by His spirit it becomes the living fiery rod of power and authority of God and the measure 

or rule that we must judge ourselves by if we are to be part of the temple and worship therein. 

 

HE GIVES THIS ROD TO HIS PROPHETS--like John here and others like Paul, Martin Luther, and your 

Prophet for today. Either you submit to their rod and are blessed, or you resist it and fall by the wayside! 

 

"And I will give power unto My TWO WITNESSES, and they SHALL PROPHESY A THOUSAND TWO 

HUNDRED AND THREESCORE DAYS, CLOTHED IN SACKCLOTH." (11:3) Again we have the time period 

of the Great Tribulation: Verse two gave it as forty-two months and here it is 1260 days, both equal to 3-1/2 years. 

 

These TWO GREAT WITNESSES that prophesy during these 3-1/2 years of Great Tribulation ARE CALLED 

"THE TWO OLIVE TREES, AND THE TWO CANDLESTICKS standing before the God of the Earth." (11:4) 

 

This is an obvious reference to an OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY IN ZECHARIAH CHAPTER 4 which 

describes a candlestick with seven pipes and seven lamps, and two olive branches which, through two of the golden 

pipes, empty the golden oil out of themselves, and it says that "THESE TWO OLIVE BRANCHES which, 



through the TWO GOLDEN PIPES (or candlesticks) empty the golden oil (or Spirit) out of themselves ... ARE THE 

TWO ANOINTED ONES, THAT STAND BY THE LORD OF THE WHOLE EARTH."(Zech.4:12-14) 

 

AN "ANOINTED ONE" THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE REFERS TO THE PROPHETS WHOM GOD 

ANOINTED WITH HIS SPIRIT to lead His people, and later in the 11th Chapter it even refers to these two 

witnesses as "two Prophets" But what is a candlestick? In Revelation 1:20, it says that "THE SEVEN CANDLE 

STICKS WHICH THOU SAWEST ARE THE SEVEN CHURCHES!" 

 

SO A SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION OF WHO THESE TWO WITNESSES ARE SHOWS US THAT 

THEY ARE TWO PROPHETS AND TWO CHURCHES, or bodies of believers. Even though it's all just one 

Church, the Lord has set up different levels of service, as He did in both the New Testament, "first apostle, 

secondarily prophets," etc. (1Cor.12; 28), and the Old Testament, Kings and priests. 

 

THESE TWO WITNESSES COULD THEREFORE BE LIKENED TO THE TWO TRIBES THAT GOD 

CHOSE IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES TO LEAD HIS PEOPLE and to represent Him to the people. These 

were THE TRIBE OF LEVI, THE PRIESTS, AND THE TRIBE OF JUDAH, THE KINGS. 

 

If these two witnesses are somehow representing these two tribes, it would also fit into the 144,000 of Chapter 7 

who will be sealed to go through this Great Tribulation, Remember they were 12 tribes of 12,000 each, including 

these leadership tribes of Levi and Judah. These tribes represent the new nation of spiritual Israel, which is being 

restored today in the Children of God. This would mean that TWO TRIBES OF 24,000 WOULD LEAD THE 

OTHER TEN TRIBES OF 120,000.  

 

And since these two witnesses are called two candlesticks, THEY MUST ALSO HAVE SOMETHING TO DO 

WITH THE TWO GOOD CANDLESTICKS OR CHURCHES of Chapters 2 and 3, Smyrna and Philadelphia. 

The candlesticks represent the Church, of which we are the final and ultimate manifestation. 

 

Now there are all kinds of heavy parallels you can get off this, but the main thing it shows is just that THESE TWO 

WITNESSES ARE THE LEADERS OF THE NATION OF SPIRITUAL ISRAEL, OR THE CHURCH. 

 

As for the two Prophets themselves, who knows? THEY MAY BE TWO MEN, OR MAN AND WIFE, OR 

EVEN TWO WOMEN; it doesn't say! 

 

These witnesses will be so powerful that "IF ANY MAN WILL HURT THEM, FIRE PROCEEDETH OUT OF 

THEIR MOUTH, AND DEVOURETH THEIR ENEMIES: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this 

manner be killed." (11:5) these witnesses must certainly be the worshippers in the temple that are not tread upon by 

the Gentiles, and the reason may be because they are afraid to touch them. They're afraid of being cremated if they 

did. 

 

Moses and Elijah both called fire down upon their enemies (Lev.10:1, 2 & 2Kg.1:10, 11). However some say the 

fire here is symbolic, that it symbolizes their fiery words, as the Lord said of Jeremiah, "I will make My Words in 

thy mouth fire." (Jer.5:14) However, the next verse describing the power these witnesses have to hurt the earth 

makes THIS FIRE COMING OUT OF THEIR MOUTH SOUND PRETTY LITERAL. 

 

"These have power to shut Heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn 

them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will." (11:6) Remember the Second Trump? It 

turned the waters to blood. COULD IT BE THAT THESE PROPHETS HAVE SOME INFLUENCE OVER 

THE TRUMPET JUDGMENTS-AS MOSES DID WITH THE GREAT PLAGUES OF EGYPT? 

 

They will have tremendous God-given power over the elements and tremendous protection from their enemies, but 

FINALLY THEY ARE KILLED, "WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE FINISHED THEIR TESTIMONY." Then 

"the beast that ascended out of the bottomless pit (the Devil in the AC) shall make war against them, and shall 

overcome them, and kill them." (11:7) 

 

THIS BEAST THAT KILLS THEM IS THE ANTICHRIST AND HIS FORCES, his bestial government. In 

Revelation it doesn't call the beast the Antichrist; that terminology is mentioned only in one of the epistles of John 



(see 1Jn.2:18, 22). Daniel refers to him as the "little horn," "fierce king," "vile person" ( Dan.7:8 ;  8:23 ;  11:21 ); 

Ezekiel calls him "Gog" ( Ezk.38:2 ); Paul calls him the "son of perdition" and "the Wicked" ( 2Thes.2:3,8 ). And 

John simply refers to him throughout Revelation as "the beast." 

 

But whatever title is used, THEY ALL DESCRIBE ONE PERSON WHO IS TO APPEAR AT THE END OF 

THE AGE TO RULE THE EARTH AND PERSECUTE THE SAINTS JUST BEFORE THE COMING OF 

CHRIST. For the sake of unity, this figure, however named, is popularly referred to as the Antichrist, and since it is 

the name by which most people know him, we use it throughout our study of revelation. 

 

"AND THEIR DEAD BODIES WILL LIE IN THE STREET OF THE GREAT CITY, WHICH 

SPIRITUALLY IS CALLED SODOM AND EGYPT, WHERE ALSO OUR LORD WAS CRUCIFIED" And 

the whole earth, "Kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not 

suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make 

merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the Earth." ( 

11:8-10 ) 

 

What is the great city where our Lord was crucified? You mean these two Prophets shall lie in the streets of 

Jerusalem? Well, JERUSALEM WILL BE THE WORLD CAPITAL OF THE ANTICHRIST 

GOVERNMENT, SO IT COULD BE THAT THEY FINALLY GET IT THERE. ( See Daniel 11:45. ) 

 

But Jesus wasn't actually crucified inside of Jerusalem, He was crucified "without the camp." (Heb.13:13) EVEN 

THOUGH THIS "GREAT CITY" COMPRISES JERUSALEM, IT INCLUDES A MUCH LARGER AREA 

THAN JUST IT ALONE. 

 

In Rev.17 we find that BABYLON IS THE NAME OF "THAT GREAT CITY, WHICH REIGNETH OVER 

THE KINGS OF THE EARTH." And "in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were 

slain upon the earth." (Rev.17:18 & 18:24) 

 

What, then, is this "great city" that is responsible for the deaths of all God's saints, Prophets, and all the slain of the 

earth, and that rules over kings? IT IS THE WORLDWIDE CITY SYSTEM OF COMMERCIALISM, 

composed of churches, banks, and all other "religions" based on the love of money and serving the god of 

materialism. (This is more fully revealed in Chapters 17 and 18.) 

 

THIS FALSE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM OF MAMMON WORSHIP HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

DEATHS OF ALL THE SAINTS AND PROPHETS from the days of Egypt and its priest of On to the Catholic 

Inquisitions of the Middle Ages, on down to today's various political religions around the world. 

 

But it says here that the beast or government kills the two Prophets. True, but THE FALSE CHURCH SYSTEM 

OR RELIGIOUS SYSTEM ALWAYS WORKS WITH THE FALSE GOVERNMENT-always-and gets them 

to do its dirty work. Who slew Jesus really? We say the Romans, but actually the false church of His day, the Jewish 

Scribes, Pharisees and Hypocrites, incited the government to kill Him. 

 

And that's what they'll do to these Prophets. But after their bodies have lain in the streets "three days and an half, 

THE SPIRIT OF LIFE FROM GOD ENTERED INTO THEM, And they ascended up to Heaven in a cloud." 

(11:11, 12) 

 

THIS HAPPENS AT THE VERY END OF THE TRIBULATION, obviously, because they prophesy, it says 

specifically in the third verse, 3-1/2 years. And they were dead only 3-1/2 days and then they were raised. So it 

seems that their resurrection and rapture occur at the same time as everybody else's: at the end of the Great 

Tribulation when Jesus returns! 

 

There are many references to the Rapture in these Chapters dealing with the End time period. There was a reference 

to it in the sixth Chapter, tenth Chapter, here in the eleventh Chapter, and finally it is described again in the 

fourteenth Chapter. However, IT'S ONLY ONE GREAT RESURRECTION AND RAPTURE; there are just 

many facets of it. 

 



Revelation follows a definite, orderly sequence of events, but IT FREQUENTLY TAKES ONE ASPECT AND 

GIVES US THE ENTIRE HISTORY OF THE SUBJECT FROM ITS BEGINNING TO ITS END then jumps 

back into the main flow and continues with its story. 

 

THIS IS WHAT IT HAS DONE HERE WITH THE TWO WITNESSES, showing us the great witnessing 

they're going to do during the Tribulation, then how they are killed but resurrected only 3-1/2 days later as God wins 

the final victory in the End. Then the story gets back into the mainstream in the fifteenth verse, where we have a 

reference to the great Rapture and Resurrection of the entire Church. 

 

And the SEVENTH ANGEL sounded and there were GREAT VOICES IN HEAVEN, saying, The kingdoms of 

this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever." (11:15) 

 

"And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces" and praised God because 

"Thou hast taken to Thee Thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, and THY WRATH IS 

COME, AND THE TIME OF THE DEAD, THAT THEY SHOULD BE JUDGED, and that Thou shouldest 

give reward unto Thy servants the prophets, and to the saints ... AND SHOULDEST DESTROY THEM WHICH 

DESTROY THE EARTH." (11:16-18) 

 

Now what was the last time we recall hearing a Trumpet sounded?-All the way back in the thirteenth verse of the 

ninth chapter. Then there was A REFERENCE TO THE SEVENTH TRUMP IN THE TENTH CHAPTER, 

seventh verse, as to what would happen when it sounded, AND HERE WE HAVE IT! 

 

The two main events that happen at the Seventh Trump are, 

  1) "THY WRATH IS COME" and 

  2) "THOU SHOULDEST GIVE REWARD UNTO THY SERVANTS." 

 

 According to Paul (remember we discussed this in the tenth Chapter, seventh verse), at the last Trump 

Christ comes and the saints will be resurrected, raptured, and we which are alive will be changed and raptured with 

them. (See 1Cor.15:51, 52.) 

 

THE DEAD WHO ARE JUDGED HERE AT THE SEVENTH TRUMP ARE THE LIVING DEAD (THOSE 

WHO HAVE RECEIVED JESUS). It is the time of the judgment of the saints of all ages at the judgment seat of 

Christ after His Second Coming. "For we (Christians) must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every 

one may receive the things done in his body ... good or bad." (2Cor.5:10) 

 

BUT THE WICKED WHO ARE LEFT BEHIND ON EARTH AT THE RESURRECTION REALLY GET 

IT. God's Wrath finally comes upon the Anti-Christ nations-those who have polluted the earth with their wars, 

factories, churches and bestial governments! And He finally destroys "them which destroy the earth!" ( 11:18 ) 

 


