
CHAPTER 12 
CHURCH IN TRIBULATION 
 
The two main characters of this Chapter are "A WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN, and the moon under 
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars," and "A GREAT RED DRAGON, having seven heads 
and ten horns." ( 12:1,3 ) Both of these "wonders" are appearing "in Heaven," so THIS IS MORE OR LESS 
A SPIRITUAL LOOK INTO THINGS that will happen during the End. 
"And the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as 
soon as it was born, And SHE BROUGHT FORTH A MAN CHILD, WHO WAS TO RULE ALL NATIONS with a 
rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to His throne." ( 12:4,5 ) 
THE WOMAN HERE REPRESENTS THE CHURCH, who throughout Revelation is called "the bride, the 
Lamb's wife." ( Rev.19:7 ;  21:9 ) The Church consists not only of the New Testament but also the Old 
Testament believers. Moses and the Children of Israel are called "the church in the wilderness." 
(Ac.7:38)  
THIS PROPHETIC PORTRAIT OF A WOMAN GIVING BIRTH TO A MAN CHILD: 
  1) is based on the literal birth of Christ; 
  2) has had many intermediate spiritual fulfillments both before and after Christ; 
  3) will have one ultimate spiritual fulfillment. This is all explained below. 
 
1) Literal fulfillment: MARY, WHO WAS PART OF THE CHURCH (OR WOMAN), WAS USED BY GOD TO 
BRING FORTH JESUS, THE MAN CHILD. Immediately after His birth the Dragon or Devil through King 
Herod tried to devour Him by ordering the slaughter of all children under two years old. ( Mt.2:16 ) And 
Jesus has been caught up to God's throne to rule all nations. ( Mk.16:19 ) 
 
2) intermediate spiritual fulfillment: THIS ALSO REPRESENTS THE CHURCH OF ALL AGES GIVING 
SPIRITUAL BIRTH to new revolutionary movements of dropout saints. They overcome the world by 
'dropping out' and becoming as little children that they might enter the kingdom of Heaven, suffering 
that they might reign with Christ. ( Mt.18:3 ;  2Tm.2:12 ;  1Jn.5:5 ) As Jesus said, "To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne ... (and) to him will I give power over the nations, 
And he shall rule them with a rod of iron ... even as I received of My Father." ( Rev.3:21 ;  2:26,27 ) 
 
3) Ultimate spiritual fulfillment Since this Chapter is dealing with the End time, THIS WOMAN MUST 
FINALLY REPRESENT THE ULTIMATE CHURCH HERSELF, the one who will live in this End time period--the 
Children of God! Her seed, then, must represent the purest revolutionary dropouts of all history--the 
children born in this revolutionary movement, the ones who will be the complete overcomers and rule 
all things! 
The next verse proves that THIS WOMAN OR CHURCH IS LIVING IN THE ENDTIME. "And the woman fled 
into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God that they should feed her there a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days." ( 12:6 ) Just as specifically as it could possibly be, there is your three-
and-a-half years of Tribulation again. 
Now if the woman is the hero or heroine of this Chapter, WHO IS THE VILLAIN? IT'S THE DRAGON, who 
in verse three tried to devour her child as soon as it was born. 
There was one woman who stood up in a class of mine and began telling how she got a wonderful 
revelation on who this great red dragon was. She said, "You just take a look at some of the flags and 
banners used by the Chinese in their demonstrations, yellow banners with great red dragons on them; 
That great red dragon is China." I asked that poor dear woman, "WOULD YOU MIND READING THE 
NINTH VERSE?" 



"AND THE GREAT DRAGON WAS CAST OUT, THAT OLD SERPENT, CALLED THE DEVIL, and Satan." ( 12:9 ) 
Just as plain as day. She was absolutely dumbfounded. In fact, she walked right out of the class and 
never came back because she had made such a fool of herself. It's amazing how people can screw things 
up simply because they don't read the passage carefully. 
"THE DRAGON WITH HIS SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS BEARS A GREAT RESEMBLANCE TO THE BEAST 
(or government) with seven heads and ten horns of the thirteenth Chapter BUT HE IS NOT THE BEAST. It 
says in the second verse of the thirteenth Chapter that "the dragon gave him (the beast) his power, and 
his seat, and great authority," so they are two distinct but very similar personalities. 
In other words, THE ANTI-CHRIST GOVERNMENT OF THIS WORLD IS PRACTICALLY ONE AND THE SAME 
WITH THE DEVIL HIMSELF. And God allows it in order that we should have some kind of order, even if 
the Devil runs it. 
From verses 1 to 6 we have a capsule history of the Church up to the time she flees into the wilderness 
for 1260 days. VERSES 7 THROUGH 14 NOW GIVE US A LITTLE MORE DETAILED EXPLANATION of why she 
flees into the wilderness. 
"And THERE WAS WAR IN HEAVEN: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, And he prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in Heaven. AND 
THE GREAT DRAGON WAS CAST OUT, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: HE WAS CAST OUT INTO THE EARTH, and his angels were cast out with him." ( 12:7,9 ) 
The scriptures teach that SATAN AND HIS FOLLOWERS FELL FROM THEIR FIRST ESTATE OR POSITION AT 
THE BEGINNING OF CREATION. (For how the Devil fell, see  Ezekiel Chapter 28  and  Isaiah Chapter 14 .) 
However Satan still continued to have access to Heaven and the Lord's throne. In the Book of Job, 
written a couple of thousand years after Creation, it says "the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them." He then began to accuse Job to the Lord like a 
prosecuting attorney. (See  Job 1:6-11 .) 
So the Devil has been in Heaven a long time, even after he rebelled against God. But now, at the very 
end, he finally gets the gate and he's cast out of Heaven to the earth. HE COMES DOWN AND POSSESSES 
AND EMPOWERS THE ANTICHRIST, WHO WILL THEN BECOME LITERALLY THE DEVIL IN THE FLESH, 
accusing the saints face to face and making war against them. 
"AND THEY OVERCAME HIM BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB, AND BY THE WORD OF THEIR TESTIMONIES; 
and they loved not their lives unto the death. ..." ( 12:11 ) Even as he is overcoming the saints physically 
by killing them, they will be overcoming him spiritually by keeping their faith even unto death. 
"Therefore rejoice, ye Heaven, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the 
sea! For THE DEVIL IS COME DOWN UNTO YOU, HAVING GREAT WRATH, BECAUSE HE KNOWETH THAT 
HE HATH BUT A SHORT TIME (only 3-1/2 years). ( 12:12 ) 
"And when the dragon saw that he was cast out unto the earth, HE PERSECUTED THE WOMAN which 
brought forth the man child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that SHE MIGHT 
FLY INTO THE WILDERNESS, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, 
from the face of the serpent." ( 12:13,14 ) 
 Well, there it is again, a time, times and a half, 3-1/2 times; THERE'S YOUR THREE-AND-A-HALF YEARS 
OF TRIBULATION spoken of in the sixth verse as 1260 days, and now in the fourteenth again. Is God 
going to care for and "nourish," or feed, His Church during that terrible time of Tribulation? Absolutely! 
Even if He has to drop manna out of Heaven or cause angels to feed us, even as He did for the children 
of Israel and many of the Prophets in their wildernesses. 
This "wilderness" may be some specific location, such as Petra. MORE THAN LIKELY, THOUGH, IT 
REPRESENTS THE TOTAL SEPARATION OF THE CHURCH FROM THE SYSTEMS OF THE WORLD DURING THE 
LAST FEW YEARS. Many will become martyrs and die for their faith to be a witness to others, but God 
will care for the Church and there will still be multitudes to meet Jesus when He returns. 
 



"AND THE SERPENT CAST OUT OF HIS MOUTH WATER AS A FLOOD AFTER THE WOMAN, that he might 
cause her to be carried away of the flood." ( 12:15 ) The Word of God is called "the water of the Word" 
and if someone is filled with the Spirit and witnessing God's Truth, the Bible says, "out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water." ( Jn.7:38 ) 
Well, if living water of Truth comes out of our mouths, what comes out of the Devil's? Dead water. HIS 
WATER, HIS WORD, IS ALWAYS LIES, "When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar, 
and the father of it." ( Jn.8:44 ) 
SO HE CASTS AFTER HER A FLOOD OF LIES, LYING PROPAGANDA TO TRY TO SWALLOW HER UP. And 
believe you me, an awful lot of Christians have just about been swallowed up by this deluge of lies such 
as evolution, and even some of the lies of atheistic materialism. In the long run, though, if they are really 
saved and want the truth, God will have mercy on them and bring them to the truth. 
THE ONES WHO REALLY SWALLOW THESE LIES, THOUGH, ARE THOSE WHOM "GOD SHALL SEND ... 
STRONG DELUSION ... that they all might be damned because...they received not the love of the truth." ( 
2Th.2:10-12 ) Who is that? The unsaved. 
It says here, "the earth helped the woman, AND THE EARTH OPENED HER MOUTH, AND SWALLOWED 
UP THE FLOOD WHICH THE DRAGON CAST OUT OF HIS MOUTH." ( 12:16 ) The earth is a type of the 
worldly people and the very fact that they are swallowing all these lies ought to help us realise they're 
not the truth! "They (Devil's prophets) are of the world (or earth, the System): therefore speak they of 
the world, and the world (the Systemites) heareth them." ( 1Jn.4:5 ) 
THE DEVIL WANTS TO BE GOD AND HE WANTS THE WORLD TO WORSHIP HIM. When he finally 
possesses the AC, it says in Daniel that he abolishes all other worship and he sets himself up as God and 
demands the world to worship him or die. The Devil in the AC will at first try to flatter and tempt the 
woman to worship him with his lying promises, but being rejected he will then set out to kill her. 
"AND THE DRAGON WAS WROTH WITH THE WOMAN, AND WENT TO MAKE WAR with the remnant of 
her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." ( 12:17 ) 
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