
CHAPTER 16--WRATH OF GOD 
 

 7. "And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and POUR OUT 

THE VIALS OF THE WRATH of God upon the Earth." ( 16:1 ) 

 

 8. 1ST VIAL POURED "UPON THE EARTH"--"And there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the 

men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image." ( 16:2 ) God with the first vial is 

going to send a plague on the Earth (or land) which will affect the Beast worshippers in this way. 

 

 9. 2ND VIAL POURED "UPON THE SEA"--"And it became as the blood of a dead man: and every 

living soul died in the sea." ( 16:3 )--No stench in this world is worse than that of dead, decaying human blood! 

 

 10. 3RD VIAL POURED "UPON THE RIVERS AND FOUNTAINS OF WATERS"--"And they 

became blood...For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink." ( 

16:4-6 ) 

 

 11. 4TH VIAL POURED "UPON THE SUN"--"And men were scorched with great heat." ( 16:8,9 ) In 

the Old Testament it was said that the light of the sun would be increased seven-fold. ( Isa.30:26 )--and heat 

intensity increases with light. In fact, it's going to be so bright that Isaiah said the moon shall be as the sun. It takes 

temperatures of 200 to 300 degrees to "SCORCH" a man's flesh, so it's going to be hot as hell--men burning alive 

because of the heat. 

 

 12. And will they then repent? No! It say THEY BLASPHEMED THE NAME OF GOD, WHICH 

HATH POWER OVER THESE PLAGUES: AND THEY REPENTED NOT." ( 16:9 ) What do the wicked do 

when they're punished for their unbelief and sins? Does it drive them to their knees in true repentance? Now, I mean 

the truly wicked. Everyone is a sinner everyone has done wicked things; but those who humble themselves and 

accept Christ, they repent and turn from their sins, they have a real revolution in their lives and turn around and go 

in a different direction. But do the Wicked?--NO! 

 

 13. Under all these terrible plagues, what happens?-"They blaspheme the name of God." Who? Who do 

they curse? Who has power over these plagues? The Devil? No, it says God does, and as usual when the wicked 

curse God when things go wrong, THEY KNOW WHO'S RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR PLAGUES, WHICH 

SHOWS THAT THEY KNOW THERE IS A GOD, which makes God even more justified in spanking them even 

harder! 

 

 14. 5TH VIAL POURED "UPON THE SEAT OF THE BEAST"--"And His kingdom was full of 

darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain." ( 16:10 ) When the Bible speaks of the seat of a king it's referring 

to his throne, usually the central HQ where the throne is located. How and where will the Beast or Antichrist rule 

over the inhabitants of the Earth? Through the Image of the Beast located in Jerusalem, right? It says "that he as God 

sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." ( 2Thes.2:4 ) 

 

 15. The Antichrist's seat, then, is going to be the soon-to-be-built Jewish Temple on Mt. Moriah, Jerusalem. 

As Daniel the Prophet said, "He shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas (Dead Sea and 

Mediterranean) in the glorious holy mountain" ( Dan.11:45 )--and there is only one "glorious holy mountain" to 

Jews and that's Mt. Moriah! And Jesus said that the A.C.'s Image, this abomination or idol of the A.C., shall "stand 

in the holy place"--the Temple. ( Mt.24:15 ) 

 

 16. As we said before, the Image will probably be some kind of super computer by which everybody is 

monitored. What a tremendous way for God to really sock it to 'em through this image or idol that they worship. 

"Thine own wickedness (this idol) shall correct thee." ( Jer.2:19 ) By somehow smiting the seat of government and 

probably messing up their computer, the Lord is going to make them go from intense light and heat to such gross 

darkness and horrible pain that men will chew their tongues in agony! Even now scientists can make their human 

guinea pigs feel intense pleasure or pain through electronic stimulation of electrodes in the brain. Will God do it 

through the "mark" that all the Beast's worshippers receive in their forehead or hand? (See  Revelation Chapter 13 .) 

 



 17. 6TH VIAL-"ARMAGEDDON"--"And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river 

Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the East might be prepared." ( 16:12 ) 

 

 18. The River Euphrates flows through Iraq, between Jordan, Syria and Iran down to the Persian Gulf. And 

IT'S GOING TO BE DRIED UP SO THESE EASTERN KINGS AND THEIR ARMIES CAN EASILY PASS 

OVER. What's in the East? Well, there's China, India, and a great portion of the Soviet Union, all possessing big 

armies. 

 

 19. "And I saw THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS LIKE FROGS come out of the mouth of the dragon (or 

Devil), and out of the mouth of the beast (or Antichrist), and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 

 

 20. "FOR THEY ARE THE SPIRITS OF DEVILS, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of 

the Earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God, Almighty...AND HE 

GATHERED THEM TOGETHER IN TO A PLACE CALLED IN THE HEBREW TONGUE 

ARMAGEDDON." ( 16:13,14,16 ) You know where that is? Just south of Haifa, it's the valley that stretches from 

Mt. Carmel on down toward Jerusalem! Take a look at Israel on your map. THAT LITTLE BIT OF LAND 

OVER THERE IN THE MIDDLE-EAST IS THE MOST CRUCIAL AREA OF THE WORLD. It's the hot 

spot of the world today where the lines are being drawn and sides chosen and such a tense situation developing that 

every political analyst knows that even some minor skirmish between the Jews and Arabs could trigger WWIII and 

the greatest conflagration in world history! 

 

 21. AND THERE IS GOING TO BE AT LEAST ONE MAJOR WAR FOUGHT IN ISRAEL 

BEFORE THE FINAL ONE DESCRIBED HERE IN REV.16. Daniel predicted at least two invasions of Israel--

one before the Seven-Year Covenant ( Dan.11:16 ), and one when the Antichrist breaks the Covenant ( Dan.11:40-

45 ). In fact, almost every Prophet throughout the Bible has prophesied of major wars to be fought in Israel and the 

rest of the world at the time of the End. 

 

 22. However it is sometimes hard to distinguish the proper chronological order of these prophecies 

concerning these Endtime battles because to the Prophets they all seemed to be happening at the same time. It's like 

looking at a mountain range way off in the distance; though one mountain may be several miles in front of another 

one, they both blend together when seen from a considerable distance. This was how the Prophets `saw' this period 

of The End when they viewed it from a distance of thousands of years ago. To the Lord, with Whom "a thousand 

years is as a day," THESE FEW YEARS OF THE END AND THEIR EVENTS AND CATACLYSMIC 

BATTLES SEEM LIKE ALMOST ONE EVENT, like one great ENDTIME WAR! 

 

 23. WE ARE EVEN NOW LIVING IN THE PERIOD OF HISTORY THE PROPHETS CALLED 

`THE END', the period of time preceding the Second Coming of Christ. But this period is composed of many 

events and signs that the Prophets predicted would occur and they are stretched over about a 40-year period, all in 

the time of `The End'. 

 

 24. So in some ways you could say that all these battles that have been going on in Israel since 1948 and 

that will continue till Jesus comes, would be like major conflicts in the great Endtime War, and ARMAGEDDON 

IS JUST THE GREAT FINAL BATTLE. 

 

 25. THIS ENDTIME WAR HAS BEEN GOING ON BETWEEN THE JEWS AND THE ARABS 

FOR ABOUT THIRTY YEARS! And it could easily stretch out, off and on, truce and ceasefire, then back at it 

again. 

 

 26. In the meantime, however, the Bible predicts that THERE IS A MAJOR BATTLE IN THIS 

ENDTIME WAR THAT THE JEWS ARE GOING TO LOSE TO A GREAT NORTHERN POWER 

CALLED MAGOG (RUSSIA), the land of its leader, God (the Antichrist), the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal 

(Moscow and Tobalsk), with his people the Rosh (this word appears only in the original Hebrew and can only mean 

"the Russians"), with the help of Libya, together with Togarmah (Turkey), plus Gomer (Germany) and all his bands 

(Europe?)! 

 



 27. The Bible says that at this first invasion only Sheba and Dedan (Arabia or some of the Arabs) will 

question this Russian invasion, and only they and Tarshish (Britain) "with all the young lions thereof" (the offspring 

of the British Lion, America and the Commonwealth nations) will challenge Russia's right to do so, TRIGGERING 

A WAR THAT WILL RESULT IN NOT ONLY THE CONQUEST AND DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL, 

BUT ALSO OF AMERICA and most of the industrialized nations as well! 

 

 28. After this conquest of Israel and America, THE ANTICHRIST, the super-human dictator of man's last 

one-world government, WILL THEN SET UP HIS GOVERNMENT HEADQUARTERS IN JERUSALEM. 

 

 29. His first three and a half years of seemingly benign rule will be followed by a three and a half year 

reign of world-wide terror: The Great Tribulation. THEN JESUS HIMSELF WILL TAKE A HAND AND 

DESTROY BOTH THE ANTICHRIST AND HIS ANTICHRIST WORLD KINGDOM at this monstrous, 

final battle pictured here in Chapter 16: the battle of God Almighty or Armageddon! 

 

 30. BUT WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF THIS ENDTIME WAR EVEN NOW, and we will soon 

witness some tremendous wars of world proportion such as the before-mentioned predictions of Ezekiel 38 and 39, 

before Jesus finally ends the whole thing once and for all at Armageddon. 

 

 31. In other words, THE GENERAL FORECAST FOR THE WORLD AND ISRAEL IS: first a great 

war (Israel invaded), followed by the Antichrist world government followed by an even greater war (Armageddon) 

and the setting up of Christ's Millennial Kingdom on Earth! 

 

 32. 7TH VIAL POURED OUT "INTO THE AIR"--"And there came a great voice out of the temple of 

heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done...and there was a great earthquake...and the great city was divided into 

three parts, and the cities of the nations fell." ( 16:17-19 ) Armageddon begins with the Sixth Vial and ends with the 

Seventh Vial! A more complete description of this battle is given shortly in our study of the 19th Chapter. 

 

 33. There in the 19th verse we also see "the beast (Antichrist), and the kings of the Earth, and their armies, 

gathered together to make war" against God, just as it says here in Chapter 16. And SUDDENLY THERE IS AN 

INVASION FROM OUTER SPACE AND YOU AND I ARE PART OF THAT INVASION. We come 

charging down from outer space, not on rockets, not on space ships, not on flying saucers, but on great white horses 

with our Space King! 

 

 34. WE INVADE THE EARTH FROM OUTER SPACE, FROM HEAVEN, AND WE SETTLE 

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON. Maybe that's why it says the Seventh Vial was poured out "into the AIR"--

because we invade the Earth from the AIR! The return of Jesus and the saints is part of the Seventh Vial's 

destruction! 

 

 35. This Seventh Vial is it! The angel says "It is done" when he pours it out. It's finished; this is the end for 

the wicked, that is. "AND THERE WERE VOICES, AND THUNDERS, AND LIGHTNINGS; AND THERE 

WAS A GREAT EARTHQUAKE, such as was not since men were upon the Earth, so mighty an earthquake, and 

so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nation fell: and great Babylon came in 

remembrance before God." ( 16:18,19 ) 

 

 36. BABYLON THAT GREAT CITY has already been mentioned a time or two, and we have discovered 

that it IS THE GREAT FALSE CHURCH, BOTH RELIGIOUS AND COMMERCIAL. We know that the 

destruction of Babylon has to begin in the period of Tribulation because of some other things which are said in 

prophecy about how the false prophet exhorts the whole world to worship only the Antichrist and only his religion, 

and he will cause all other religions to be stamped out, including the False Church System and the capitalistic 

money-worship System. 

 

 37. BUT THE WHORE BABYLON WILL STILL BE HERE, ONLY IN ANOTHER FORM: that of 

the Antichrist's worldwide socialist/Communist empire. Many of the cities will still be here, and whether they use 

money or not, they will still be worshipping materialism and idols such as the Antichrist's Image of the Beast. But 

here, UNDER THE SEVENTH VIAL, BABYLON FINALLY GETS IT FOR THE LAST TIME, "the cup of 

the wine of the fierceness of His wrath." 



 

 38. WHEN THE CITIES OF THE NATIONS FALL AT THE SEVENTH VIAL, GOD IS 

COMPLETING THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON: destroying the great towers of mammon worship, the 

cities of man, which are the centers for all of man's materialistic idols, "For according to the number of thy cities are 

thy gods.... And the idols He shall utterly abolish...in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall." ( Jer.2:2 ;  

Isa.2:18 ;  30:25 ) 

 


