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 (Jesus speaking: ) Mandate—will keep you on 

track and target with the “must do’s”, and not 

have them drain you of life and joy. 

(Mandate speaking: ) The little flock of sheep    

gather about the shepherdess as she pulls out 

some grain from her sack to feed them. Then she 

sits down by a lake and lets the little ones drink, 

while she takes her flute out and plays. The              

atmosphere is an important one and helps the 

young ones grow. She then invites the lambs to sit 

more closely than the rest while she reads them 

stories from her special,  well-worn book. She 

reads often to them, for this is their source of       

inspiration. 

Afterwards, the sheep and lambs lie down            
together for a time of rest. She goes out to look 

for nutrients around the area, and there she 
meets the Shepherd. She talks with Him about the 
lambs and the needs of the flock. She talks to Him 

about her own thoughts and concerns. She 
doesn’t feel she is doing the work of caring for His 

sheep alone, for He is there to give counsel,               
advice, warnings, tips, and to make her smile.  
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He pulls out some water from His bag and gives her a drink. He 

gives her  a handful of dates and nuts and other strengthening 

foods. She has then the inspiration and the stamina to return to 

her flock. She knows that the Shepherd of all is nearby to talk 

with. Sometimes the lambs go running over to get something fed 

to them directly from the Shepherd. He loves these little lambs. 

He picks them up and He strokes their heads. He holds them on 

his lap and tells them a story or two.  

The jingle of the bell on her shepherdess’ rod calls the sheep to 

follow her when it is time to explore new territory. They know 

they will always be within sight of the Great Shepherd.  

Sometimes in their journey she might drop something, and then 

have to go back to get it. This means retracing of steps, but                        

lessons are always learned, and new things are discovered that 

were missed the first time the they were in that area. There is 

always something new to learn and see.  

The sheep need to eat lots of food, and this makes them tired 

and they feel they need to rest. It’s because they are growing - 

growing so fast. She lets them eat and sleep and drink as often as 

they wish and as much as they wish. This makes them ready to 

sit around her and take in food for their hearts and minds.  

Sometimes a hawk begins to circle and this causes concern and 

danger. Or sometimes the sheep begin to foolishly play on          

steeper rocks than they are capable of climbing and they fall and 

get hurt. Sometimes a wolf might be nearby, eager to cause 

trouble. But all she has to do is call for Great Shepherd. He 

knows how to bandage up wounds and cause them to heal. He 

knows how to scatter the birds of prey far away. He knows how 

to find and catch the wolf and give him something he wasn’t 

counting on—a lesson not quickly forgotten, and it’s a long time 

before it tries to come nearby again.  
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       But every now and then one little sheep might go further 

away than is safe, and thinks it can survive without the other 

sheep to help him. He doesn’t heed the shepherdess’ words, and 

thinks all is fine without asking the Great Shepherd to help him. 

That’s when more trouble comes than was expected. Then as he 

sniffles and shivers in the arms of Great Shepherd, after being 

rescued from harm, he knows it’s better to follow closely to what 

Great Shepherd told him, and to listen to the  instructions of 

Little   shepherdess. But after this experience, he does appear 

more grown up; difficulties have taught him new things, and he 

is better capable of helping the other sheep. He helps them to         

listen well to their shepherdess and follow through on                   

what Great Shepherd has said to do.  

Then there are the pleasant and delightful days when their      

shepherdess splashes and plays in the water with them. The sun 

sparkles down and they are having such a good time, they forget 

about the toil of the way.  

They just laugh and enjoy the beauty of                                             

the day. When it is night, they need to huddle close, while Great 

Shepherd keeps diligent watch over them. They snuggle warm 

near their caretaker and usually sleep quite peacefully. While  

 

Great Shepherd guards and young sheep sleep, their                  

shepherdess slips away to a nearby tree to prepare what is        

needed for the next part of their journey. She always likes to be 

prepared. Angels guard them well at night, and sometimes the 

little ones peek open their eyes to see one of their angelic              

caretakers nearby, then they go happily back to sleep. 

When the morning comes again, be it a misty or frosty,                 

dew-filled or drizzly day, the light always comes with it too, and 

stirs the flock to begin their day. They always like to share their 

dreams while they bleat to each other at the start of the day. But 

shepherdess makes sure to invite Great Shepherd over for a time 

of prayer and talking to Him. He actually knows what they will 

face that day and what they need for the day. So it’s good when 

they talk with Him about it.  

If they have a hurt they can tell Him. If they have some other                 

need, or something is bothering them, like a burr or piece of 

bramble bush stuck in their wool, He can help them to get it out.  

He often hands shepherdess a new scroll for the day, something 

to cheer her up and that she can also share with the little lambs 

and sheep. Sometimes they are so curious they can’t wait for 

long to find out just what is written on the scroll, and she is eager 

to tell them too.  
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In her bag she likes to keep all the things needed for diligent care 

of the little growing sheep. When she runs out of something, she  

just needs to ask Great Shepherd. He can get for her all that is 

needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes He looks at the big bag that is too full of stuff and 

suggests that she leave some of it out, that it’s not all needed for 

that day or that next part of the journey. She doesn’t understand 

all the time, but she knows He always is right, and has learned 

from experience to just take Him at His word.  “Doesn’t that feel 

better?” He asks when she starts to walk again, with a bag that is 

now lighter. 

When the moonlight is setting on the water, and the sheep are 

nestled and resting, she loves to have her own special time alone 

with Great Shepherd. He knows how to make her heart sing, and 

how to give her joy. He holds her and warms her. She knows she 

is not alone in her care of this special flock, even though she 

doesn’t always get to see Him. He’s there, and any time she 

needs Him, He’s right there to help, or sends someone to come 

and bring her what she and the sheep need.  

When she gets tired, she can soak her feet in the refreshing clear 

waters, and walk on the sand to massage them. Sometimes as 

she rests under a tree, the lambs will pick some flowers and 

bring them over to her to show her that they care, and want to 

cheer her up. She presses these flowers in her notebook to              

remind her of the kindness of her little lambs. She is devoted to 


