
- Familiarity.- 
 

Definition: Unduly intimate or forward; excessively bold, presumptuous, rude, disrespectful. 

 

1. Familiarity leads to a loss of respect for one another. 
 

John 7:3, 5 

His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also 

may see the works that thou doest. 

For there is no man that doeth anything in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If 

thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. 

For neither did his brethren believe in him. 

 

2. Familiarity often comes from seeing someone with the eyes of the 

flesh (carnal thinking) instead of the spirit. 
 

Romans 8:5-7 

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 

the things of the Spirit. 

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 

indeed can be. 

 

3. Idle, unprayerful talk plants the seeds of familiarity. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:2,6-7 

2 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for 

God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 

6 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an 

error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands? 

7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou 

God. 

 

4. Familiarity often leads to foolishness, and vice versa. 
 

Proverbs 15:14 

The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on 

foolishness. 

 

Ecclesiastes 10:12-13 

The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up himself. 

The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is mischievous 

madness. 

 



5. Uphold the spiritual standard. Break out of familiarity. 
 

Proverbs 9:6 

Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding. 

 

1 Timothy 6:3-5 

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 

He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh 

envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 

Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is 

godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 

 

6. Guard against familiarity through soberness. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:5,6 

Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 

darkness. 

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 

 

1 Peter 5:8 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 

whom he may devour: 

 

7. Avoid familiarity through prayerful communication with others. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:2 

Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for 

God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 

 

 

 

Colossians 4:6 

Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 

answer every man. 

 

8. How would we behave if Jesus were physically present? 
 

Psalm 69:5 

O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee. 

 

Hebrews 4:13 

Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened 

unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

 



9. Avoid familiarity by talking about edifying things. 
 

Isaiah 50:4 

The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word 

in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear 

as the learned. 

 

James 3:13 

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good 

conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 

 

Philippians 1:27 

Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see 

you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

 

Philippians 4:8 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 

just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 

report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

 

10. Word-based conversations help us in the Spirit. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 

thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 

up. 

 

John 6:63 

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they 

are spirit, and they are life. 

 

Ephesians 5:18-19 

 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 

your heart to the Lord; 
 


