
NEW COVENANT AND THE TEMPLE    
 
Bible prophecy is a very mysterious subject, and as the prophet David rightly said: “We cannot be 
completely dogmatic & always exact to the nth degree in the application or interpretation or even the 
categorization of many of the prophetic Scriptures. Often the Prophets saw distant events like ranges of 
mountains one after the other in which only the mountaintops & peaks were outstanding, whereas the 
valleys were somewhat obscure. As you drive closer & closer, all you can see is the one range right in 
front of you, it looks like only one mountain range.--But when you journey up that mountain & get to the 
top, some of those mountains that you thought were the same range turn out to be another 20 or 30 
miles away!  
So don't feel bad if you feel a little confused, mixed up & misunderstand something! Poor Daniel, he 
didn't understand any of what the Lord was revealing to him! He said the cogitations of his head 
bothered him & he was even sick in spirit within!--Dan.7:27 & 8:11.  
There are many mysteries that God has hidden for Himself & which He has reserved for us only to know 
sometime in the future or perhaps in Heaven itself! So we're not expected to understand everything God 
does & has & knows! So you must understand, of course, that much of what we have passed on to you 
has been our personal opinion or personal interpretations of our personal revelations, & our own 
theories & logic & reason, which we consider within the reason & wisdom of the Lord & we ourselves are 
convinced of & believe. I certainly haven't got all the answers, but thank the Lord; little by little we have 
received a little more light on some of these things.” End of quote. 
 
Although we may not get to know all of God’s secrets, He nevertheless greatly desires to update His 
beloved on some of His secrets. Therefore I believe He has never stopped pouring out new revelations 
and secrets to His intimates. These new wine revelations are passed to us through the medium of 
prophecy. In our modern world of Endtime prophecy God expects us to use the gift of prophecy as a Key 
to unlock the hitherto closed books found in the Bible, like Daniel and Revelation for example.  
A prophet’s job is to stay in tune to the moves of God’s spirit and pass on what he or she hears from the 
realm of the spirit. And even though they will not be popular for their voice of warning and some will 
suffer persecution, this is part of their calling. 
 
For the past two years I have been discussing and blogging some very intriguing Endtime prophecies 
received by David Berg about the daily sacrifice and the rebuilding of the third temple in Jerusalem. 
David’s knowledge of these two pivotal Endtime events was gleaned from other teachers during his life 
as a pastor as he himself confessed: “Our teaching on this, which has been the same as most Bible 
prophecy students, has been that since the daily sacrifice is stopped by the Antichrist (Dan.9:27; 8:11), it 
must have been resumed some time previously. And our standard conclusion has been that therefore the 
Jews' temple must have been rebuilt so they could begin having the daily sacrifice which the Antichrist 
stops when he breaks the Covenant. That's a step-by-step logical interpretation. However, just because 
that's the way it's been interpreted by us & most Bible students, including Scofield & a lot of others, it 
does not mean that it's necessarily going to happen that way! Again, I'm talking about the interpretation 
or theory that in order for the Antichrist to stop the daily sacrifices, the Jewish temple has to be rebuilt in 
order for their daily sacrifices to have been resumed. That is simply a theory.” End of quote. 
 
David was a prophet, but not just any prophet, he was I believe called by God as “the endtime prophet” 
referred to by name in a number of places in the Bible.  And it was in that state as “the prophet” that 
David received what I believe a direct revelation that revealed one of God’s well kept secrets pertaining 
to the daily sacrifice and the third temple.  



I would like you to listen to the following revelation David Berg received in 1993, one year before he 
passed on to heaven. It is about the daily sacrifice spoken of in Daniel 9:27.  
 
Revelation Regarding the … "Daily Sacrifice!" 
“All I know is this, & all I can tell you is this, that as I was reading your question & praying about the 
answer, a very shocking answer came to me, totally unlike the above teaching, totally different but 
almost totally aligned with events which are presently taking place! Now you might think I've really gone 
wild in my imagination! But all I know is I was deep in prayer, "Lord, what's the answer?", & this is what 
came to me: 
 [They] have already resumed their sacrifices, & we are it! It's been a long time since *they+ … were strong 
enough to persecute Christians the way they're now persecuting us. They have been persecuted. But now 
the times of the Gentiles are being fulfilled in the very End & it's getting to be just like it was in the days 
of the Roman Empire! And what were *they+ … doing then? They were sacrificing Christians. In fact, 
they're the ones that sacrificed Jesus Himself, He was the sacrificial Lamb. 
 [Their] persecution of the Church began even before the Roman persecutions. [They] are the ones who 
brought on the Roman persecutions. … (Tongues:) "Listen to these things which thy father saith unto you, 
which are the true fulfillment of this Scripture. Hear ye it!" Thank You Jesus! Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 
How fitting! How fitting! … 
… Rome didn't want to persecute the Christians. Pilate & the Romans didn't even want to persecute 
them, but [they] insisted on it & demanded it--their sacrifice. … 
[The] war against religion & Christianity is going to be much easier to pull off in secret, especially when 
the Antichrist appears to pull the whole World out of a mess & he acts like God, looks like God, seems to 
have the power of God, so that they'll even worship him as God.” 
That was from his letter called (The Daily Sacrifice! [#2902]) 
 
That revelation was not passed down the line from some other Bible teacher; it was a direct answer 
from God in response to a specific question.  So David received what he called a “bomb” because what 
he was sharing was very contrary to main line doctrine on this subject of the third temple. The following 
excerpt is from the same letter to his flock. (The Daily Sacrifice! [#2902]) 
 
What Is the "Temple"? 
“So I got this bomb all of a sudden, something I never thought of before, that we are their sacrifice! "But, 
Lord," I thought, "what about the temple?" Now when the Word talks about the Jews' sacrifices that the 
Antichrist puts an end to, it doesn't specifically say that those are made in front of the temple. It does 
talk about the "sanctuary" & "holy place" (Dan.11:31; Mat.24:15), but it doesn't use the actual word 
"temple" in relation to the Antichrist until 2Thessalonians chapter 2, where it says that when the Man of 
Sin is going to declare himself to be God, when he is revealed, he will "oppose and exalt himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God."--2Thes.2:4. 
So I said, "Lord, isn't that proof that he's going to rebuild the temple?" Then just as clearly as anything, 
my father's interpretation came to me. This kind of interpretation is called spiritualization, different from 
the literal interpretations of Scofield & his literalists, as they were called. My father used to scoff at that 
literal interpretation & say that a literal building is not the temple of God. When Jesus was talking to the 
woman of Samaria, He told her that the true worshippers of God don't need to worship in Jerusalem or 
Mt. Gerizim, but in Spirit & in Truth. (Jn.4:21-24.) And what does the New Testament teach is the temple 
of God? "Ye are the temple of God!"--1Cor.3:16. Who are "ye"? And there's a general word applied to 
those who know the Lord, which is even in the Bible, although it's misused nowadays. 



What is the nomenclature that is used for all of the believers in the Lord? Yes, Christians is one word, but 
what is the other most commonly used word, which is even applied to their buildings? The Church! But 
even though a lot of churchy Christians consider their church buildings to be temples of God where God is 
to be worshipped, Jesus Himself specifically said what? This is what God is pleased with. He seeks people 
who will worship Him in Spirit & in Truth. And where's that? In themselves, in their heart & soul. So who 
are the true temples of God? Those who have Jesus. 
And collectively, those who have Jesus are called what?--Again, it's that word that I'm seeking for. The 
Church, so since the Church is where God is worshipped, if Christians themselves are those places of 
worship, the New Testament calls them what? "The temple of God!" And it says in Second Thessalonians 
that the Antichrist shall sit in the temple of God claiming that he is God.  
[Note: So we could assume that Paul was talking about the temple of the Holy Ghost and not the temple 
in Jerusalem, or else dear Paul hadn’t fully grasped the spiritual significance of Jesus’ Words to the 
Samaritan women, which seems doubtful.] 
Now the literalists led by Scofield & most evangelicals immediately say, "Well, that means the Jewish 
temple." Scofield was a Christian Jew, as were nearly all of the so-called Brethren, the denomination of 
the Brethren. The Church of the Brethren were largely Christian Jews who came out of Germany, 
therefore they swallowed & promoted anything that was Jewish, & they wanted everything about a 
Christian to be as Jewish flavoured as possible. Scofield thought & taught that Jewish Christians were 
"higher" & more special than Gentile Christians, & that the Jews were still the chosen people. 
He taught that the Gentiles just got in on the deal through "grafting" (Rom.11:17-24), but they weren't 
really the "chosen people" like the so-called Jews are. Scofield fostered the doctrine that "We Jewish 
Christians have something special over you other Christians!" So the Brethren tried to make everything as 
Jewish as possible. The Scofield literalistic, evangelical interpretation of Bible prophecy is almost entirely 
literal & almost entirely Jewish. So when the New Testament talks about the temple, they still interpret 
the temple as being what? The old Jewish temple again. 
But when it says so specifically in Thessalonians that the Antichrist, the Devil in person, will sit in the 
temple of God showing himself that he is God, claiming to be God, where is he sitting if it's not in a 
rebuilt Jewish temple? Would it mean amongst the Christians?  Exactly! And he will be proclaiming 
himself as God among not only Christians but Jews & everyone else as well. When he's proclaiming that 
he's God & demanding worship, he's trying to do what? He's trying to take the place of God in the hearts 
of men!--The true temple of God! He's trying to sit in the temple of God in men's hearts & demand their 
worship. 
We are the Church, the one true temple of God, & even some of the Jews--the saved Jews, the Jewish 
Christians--are the Church. So the Antichrist is going to try to take the place of God amongst Jews & 
Christians & the rest of the World, in the hearts of men. Isn't that what he's trying to do? And just like we 
Christians are a temple made of living stones (1Pet.2:5), & our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
the Devil's people are a temple for him, & their bodies are temples of unholy spirits.  
[Note: Exactly, in a sense we are all empty temples until by majesty of choice we decide to take Jesus.  
Jesus died for all men everywhere, no one was excluded, unless by personal choice a person rejects the 
Holy Ghost, then their temple would remain empty or the devil comes in and possesses their temple. 
This would make our job of evangelizing that much more important wouldn’t it? I can’t say I fully 
understand this point, but it would be an interesting subject to pursue. The job of all Christians is to go 
into the world to preach salvation and make disciples within those nations. Then those new disciples 
would turn around and bring more people to the vital decision to fill their temple with the Holy Ghost. 
Once filled the work of feeding the sheep begins. So what I am saying is that in God’s eyes there is no 
real division, except by man or the devil when he creates a different religion or denomination. In God’s 
eyes you are either saved and ready to be filled, or you are not, or you have decided to take the devil.] 
 



The Antichrist's Image in the Holy Place! 
 And he sets up his Image in the Holy Place. Now because my father believed that the holy place is the 
heart of Man, what did he think the Image of the Beast was? All I can do is tell you what my father 
thought. My Dad thought that the best picture of the Antichrist, actually, of the Devil & all of his images, 
was television. And TV certainly is an image, millions of images. 
Television images are what the World worships most, & they are literally images of the Devil & all his 
people & all his worldly things. "The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes & the pride of life."--1Jn.2:15-16. 
My father used to claim that he felt that TV was going to be the Antichrist's Image. Well frankly, I don't 
necessarily agree with him on that, but it is a rather logical deduction. I tend to think that the Image is 
going to be the grand finale, a literal Image of the Antichrist himself. Of course, I could be wrong on that, 
we'll see. This is another one of my theories, as well as one of the theories of the literalists. 
Jesus said that when ye shall see the Abomination of Desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, set up 
in the holy place, then that begins the Tribulation. Then there shall be Great Tribulation such as never 
was before & never again shall be. (Mat.24:15,21.) That sounds pretty literal to me, so I'm willing to 
accept the theory that the Image of the Beast is literal. But in a sense, it could also still be in the hearts of 
men. It could still be a literal image that he sets up in the so-called holy place of Jerusalem. Of course, 
Jerusalem is anything but "holy" today! So the Image could be literal, or it could be spiritual. Or it could 
be partly literal & partly spiritual.--We just don't know yet! 
Question: If it is literal, & the Antichrist is going to set it up in a literal holy place, then it seems like the 
temple has to be rebuilt before the 3-&-1/2 year mark. 
 If that's the holy place, yes. If that's the holy place, then they would have to rebuild a literal Jewish 
temple. But what if that temple is what the New Testament says, in the hearts of men? Then that could 
easily be something that's worshipped worldwide. There's hardly anything that is worshipped more 
worldwide today than the images of television. 
Of course, you're probably thinking, if television is the Image, then the Antichrist has been worshipped 
for a long time! Well, I don't think he's issued any edicts yet that his Image has to be worshipped or the 
people get killed!--"Watch your TV or I'm going to kill you!  
(Note: But what if the image of him on TV or the internet, not the TV itself, is telling you to take the 
mark and through obedience to his dictums you are in a sense worshipping him. After all obedience is a 
type of worship. And if you are only doing it through lip service, the actual application of the AC’s dictum 
will be the proof of the pudding. In other words, just like Shad and the boys, you will be asked to not 
only say the words but express them by bowing to the idol.)  
Get the Mark of the Beast or you can't buy or sell!" That sounds a little bit more like Orwell's "Big 
Brother," doesn't it, of 1984? Well, it could be 1994! 
 (Note: Well now it is 2022 and this vaccination is being used as a type of 666 where people in most 
countries cannot travel or cross borders without a vaccination certificate and with more stipulations 
being added almost daily you could say that a dictum has already been issued and through the medium 
of TV or the internet too.) 
Question: If the temple is not literal but is in the hearts of the believers, then it seems that the Image 
would likewise not be literal. Now wait a minute. The temple of the true God, of Jesus, is in the hearts of 
believers. But are the hearts of believers the only temples? There are millions of temples which worship 
other gods, millions of believers in other gods, right? So you can't say that the Antichrist is being set up in 
the hearts of the believers in the true God. He's being set up only in the hearts of those who receive & 
believe in him, the Antichrist. 
Of course, he'll try to set himself up as God in all the temples, but it's not going to work with Christians 
who already worship the Lord.  
True Christians will refuse to set up any such image of him as God in their hearts. They will also refuse to 
accept the Mark of the Beast, & will also therefore get killed.  



[Note: And this is when tribulation begins, he is tribulating those that refuse.]   
Many will be sacrificed. The False Prophet somehow empowers the Image so that it can cause those who 
refuse to worship it to be killed. (Rev.13:15.) That's another place where it all sounds pretty literal. Some 
have said that's a super-computer of some kind. Oddly enough, a number of different movies have 
depicted a computer emerging as the god that is issuing orders & bossing the World around. The Lord 
often gives little hints of what is coming by having things cast their shadows before. That's why a lot of 
movies are, shadows. 
 
An Amazing Answer: We're the Sacrifice! 
All I know is these are the thoughts that came to me when I asked the Lord your questions: If this is the 
first half of the rule of the Antichrist, then why aren't they building the temple or preparing to build the 
temple? Well, the Book of Daniel speaks of the temple sacrifices being stopped halfway through the 
Antichrist's 7-year reign. Therefore the literalists have theorized that it had to of course start sometime 
during the first 3-&-1/2 years of his reign. That is literal logic, not necessarily proven genuine Bible 
interpretation. 
When I asked the Lord about your questions regarding the temple & the daily sacrifice, the answer I got 
never occurred to me before. It was almost like a picture: The Antichrist & his [ACs] were using us as their 
sacrifices. We are being sacrificed on the altar of [their] worship. That's literally what's happened. I never 
got that kind of picture or interpretation before. But it corresponds to some of the things that my father 
believed, that the temple is spiritual & that the Antichrist is going to set himself & his Image up in the 
hearts of the people. This interpretation does away with the need to restore & rebuild the old Jewish 
temple of stone. After all, the Bible says that His temple is built of living stones--us, people. "Ye, as living 
stones, are built up a spiritual house."--1Pet. 2:5. 
This is the answer I got to your questions, so you can take it or leave it.--That these sacrifices are going 
on right now.” 
 
*Note: I want to add the following excerpt from a letter called “Flesh or Spirit” because it is obvious that 
the Christian Church never or only briefly left behind the new covenant concept that the temple was 
now the human body. So way back the devil got into those early Jewish converts and influenced them to 
resume worship in not the temple itself but a new Christian temple called the church.]    
“In the Old Testament, God had a hard time getting the children of Israel away from the idolatry of 
Egypt. He used the Mosaic Law as their schoolmaster to teach simple truths through object lessons and 
rituals: the Tabernacle, the Ark of the Covenant, and animal sacrifices. These were types and shadows, 
analogies, mere pictures of the spiritual realities and eternal truths He was trying to lead them into, 
almost like you would do with little children (Galatians 3:24-25). He had to take what they understood--
the forms and ceremonies that they were familiar with in the religions of Egypt and other heathen 
nations around them--in a fatherly attempt to audio-visualize for them the genuine spiritual truths of the 
true mature worship of God Himself. As the apostle Paul says, these were all types of the true (Romans 
5:14), mere visual likenesses or illustrations of the unseen realities of the spirit world. 
Paul says, "When that which is perfect has come [Jesus' Second Coming], then that which is in part shall 
be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face 
to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known" (1 Corinthians 13:10-12 KJV). 
Paul was saying that even the gifts of the Holy Spirit of this New Testament era are almost like toys, gifts 
from a loving Father to His simple little children, to help communicate understanding of Himself and His 
will. 
How much more, then, were the material object lessons of the temple worship of the Old Testament 
childish toys for even tinier children spiritually, to help them understand their heavenly Father's love? But 



"God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in 
these last days spoken to us by His Son" (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
When Jesus came, He told the Samaritan woman at the well, "The hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 
God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:23-24). This is the 
spiritual era in which we are now living. 
In the Old Testament were the illustrations, and in the present New Testament era are the spiritual 
truths that we have now by faith alone.” (John 1:17). (Flesh or Spirit) 
 
Okay we are not the only ones that follow this idea, here a two articles from independent sources that 
discuss this subject. This first one is called: 
 
The King, the Prophet, and God's House 
2 Samuel 7:1-16  
By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 8.4; April 2001 
 
It seemed like a good idea to everyone. David, the king of Israel, decided a change needed to be made. 
Nathan, the prophet, thought it sounded good. Certainly David's motive was good. Ever since before 
entering the Promised Land and establishing a new nation, for about five hundred years, the worship of 
God centered around the tabernacle. This was a movable tent like structure which had been built my 
Moses about five centuries before. It was needful that such a structure be portable because the 
Israelites were on their way from where they had been liberated from slavery in Egypt to the land God 
had promised them as Abraham's descendants. 
Those wilderness travels were now a part of the distant past. David decided to build a more permanent 
structure for the worship of Jehovah at Jerusalem. He would build God's house, or temple. Who could 
doubt that David was the one to do it? He was described as "a man after God's own heart." And God had 
blessed the nation with victory over its enemies and prosperity. It seemed the least that a righteous king 
could do for God. 
David's Desire 
"Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the Lord had given him rest on every side from 
all his enemies, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, 'See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God dwells within tent curtains.' And Nathan said to the king, 'Go, do all that is in your mind, for 
the Lord is with you.'" (2 Samuel 7:1-3). Now, it seemed to both David, the king, and Nathan, the 
prophet that David's idea was something to go with. In fact, Nathan does not even consult the Lord 
about it. At David's suggestion, Nathan, apart from inspiration, assures David that the Lord is with him in 
this endeavor. He was not speaking from God. He was not being "moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 
1:20,21). He was simply following his impulse that such a plan must be a good thing. 
 
God's Answer 
"But it came about in the same night that the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, 'Go and say to 
My servant David, 'Thus says the Lord," Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? For I 
have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day; but I 
have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle. "Wherever I have gone with all the sons of 
Israel, did I speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to shepherd My people 
Israel, saying, 'Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?'"' (2 Samuel 7:4-7). 
Though David was sincere and genuine, and though it seems that he probably had a good and 
commendable idea, the Lord quickly let both Nathan and David know that such was not the case. The 



first mistake David made was thinking that God needed him, or at least needed a house in which He 
could dwell. The Lord says He does not really need one (see Acts 17:24,25). But secondly, and more 
seriously, David presumed what God wanted. He assumed that he should be the one to build God a 
house. Often people today presume what God wants rather than seek out the answers in His word, the 
Scriptures. There is lesson after lesson in the Bible illustrating the need to stay with the Lord's word and 
not to presume beyond that (1 Samuel 15:22,23; Matthew 15:9). 
But why not David? God has His reason. We'll look at that in a moment. 
 
God's Promise 
"When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after 
you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him and he will be a son to Me; 
when he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men, but 
My lovingkindness shall not depart from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before 
you. "And your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be 
established forever."' " (2 Samuel 7:12-16). *(Though Jesus never committed iniquity, he became “sin”, 
by taking our place on the cross and by his “stripes” we are healed. (Isaiah 53:3)) 
 
This a a very touching passage. In it, to comfort David in what must be a very big disappointment, God 
gives certain assurances. It was not that God did not approve of David any longer, or that He was 
displeased with David. He gives David magnificent promises concerning his descendant and kingdom. 
But who is the fulfillment of these promises? Is it Solomon, David's immediate son, or Jesus, David's 
future descendant. The answer: They both do! The Lord God will use Solomon and his building of the 
physical temple to be a pattern of what David's future Descendant will do when He builds a spiritual 
temple, the church (See Matthew 1:1; Acts 2:29-33; Hebrews 1:8). In these promises, some are fulfilled 
by Solomon, some by Jesus, and some by both. Solomon would reign as King in Israel, Jesus would reign 
as king over his spiritual kingdom (Colossians 1:13). Solomon would build a temple in Jerusalem, Jesus 
would build His out of living stones from all over the world (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5). 
 
But Why Not David? 
"Then he called for his son Solomon, and charged him to build a house for the Lord God of Israel. And 
David said to Solomon, "My son, I had intended to build a house to the name of the Lord my God. "But 
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 'You have shed much blood, and have waged great wars; you 
shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed so much blood on the earth before Me. 
'Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his 
enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his 
days. 'He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be My son, and I will be his father; and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.' (1 Chronicles 22:6-10). 
David had fought wars, and God did not want a man who had shed so much blood to build His house. 
David had done what had been necessary for him to do, and this ought not to be thought of as a 
punishment, but rather as a clear message of the peace God desires among men. But that age is past. 
Jesus has built an even better house for God. 
 
+++ 
 
This second one was published on February 27, 2018 and is called: 
 

Did God want King David to build a temple? Written by Dean Smith  



In his sermon that ultimately led to his martyrdom, Stephen knew he was speaking to a hostile crowd, 
and just before his death he called into question the construction of the temple: 
46 David found favor in God’s sight, and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 
47 But it was Solomon who built a house for Him. 48 However, the Most High does not dwell in houses 
made by human hands; as the prophet says: (Acts 7:46-48 NASV) 
Stephen said the Temple was made of human hands and it was not where God dwells. 
Was Stephen referring to the fact, that the Temple in Jesus’s day was paid for and constructed by the 
reprobate King Herod? Or was Stephen talking about the fact the Ark of the Covenant on which the 
presence of God dwelt had disappeared centuries earlier and the Holy of Holies in Herod’s temple was 
empty? 
Or was he talking about something else? 
There were three religious structures that ancient Israel built to house the Ark of the Covenant. The two 
main structures involved the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon. But for a brief period 
stuck between Moses’s Tabernacle and the Temple was the Tabernacle of David. 
It was created when King David moved the Ark of the Covenant from the Tabernacle of Moses to a tent 
he set up in Jerusalem. 
 
Though it doesn’t receive a lot of Biblical press, it was probably the most significant of the three 
structures as the prophets began talking of a future day when the Tabernacle of David would be 
restored (Amos 9:11-12). They also spoke of the day when the Messiah would rule from David’s tent, a 
reference to the Tabernacle of David (Isaiah 16:5). 
David’s tabernacle differed from the other two structures in that it provided access for everyone to the 
presence of God. There were no divisions separating the men and the women and gentiles as there was 
in the Temple. There were no restrictions due to disabilities or illegitimacy. 
There were no animal sacrifices at the Tabernacle of David other than sacrifices of praise as it generated 
a new form of praise and worship involving instruments, singing and dancing (Psalm 150). 
People were also free to enter the tent and stand before the Ark of the Covenant and offer “sacrifices” 
of praise to God. 
And now my head will be lifted up above my enemies around me, And I will offer in His tent sacrifices 
with shouts of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. (Psalm 27:6 NASV) 
In both the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple, only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies 
where the Ark of the Covenant was hidden from site and then only after he made sacrifices. 
Of course the most imposing of the structures was the Temple constructed by King David’s son Solomon. 
Though David wanted to build a Temple for God, there are serious questions about whether God 
wanted a temple. 
The idea for the Temple started when David compared his massive palace with the simple, little tent 
that he had set up to house the Ark of the Covenant. Playing in the background of all this was the 
elaborate temples that kings of other nations built to worship their pagan gods. 
Now it came about when the king lived in his house, and the Lord had given him rest on every side from 
all his enemies, 2 that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God dwells within tent curtains.” (2 Samuel 7:1-2 NASV) 
So David consulted with the prophet Nathan to see if he should build a temple. Initially, Nathan told 
David to build whatever was on his heart (verse 3). But at this point, Nathan was delivering his opinion 
on the matter and not the Lord’s. 
That same night Nathan received a dream where God said that David was not to build a temple. God had 
dwelt in Moses’s Tabernacle and David’s tent and never asked any of the tribes to build a temple and 
God did not want David to build one either (2 Samuel 7:4-7). 
 



But the dream didn’t stop there. The Lord says that instead of David building a house for God, God was 
going to build a house for David through one of his descendants: even from the day that I commanded 
judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. The Lord also declares 
to you that the Lord will make a house for you. When your days are complete and you lie down with 
your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish 
his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established 
forever.”” (2 Sam 7: 11-13, 16 NASV). 
But notice that his descendant’s throne would reign forever. 
This was clearly a reference to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The church that was Christ’s body would be 
God’s temple (John 2:20-21; 1 Corinthians 3:16) and the believers would be the living stones of that 
temple (1 Peter 2:5). God was going to dwell in the hearts of His people like He did on the Ark of the 
Covenant (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
God wanted believers to be His temple, not some structure made of stone and wood. 
But notice David’s reaction. He misconstrued that prophecy and thought it meant that his immediate 
son Solomon was supposed to build the temple (1 Chronicles 22:7-10). 
Though God told David not to build the Temple, he purchased all the materials, designed it, selected the 
place where to build it and even arranged the labor force (1 Chronicles 22:2-5; 1 Chronicles 21:24-26). 
David did all the work and all Solomon had to do was give the order to build. Though technically it was 
Solomon who built the temple, it was actually David who told his son to “arise, therefore, and build the 
sanctuary of the Lord God” (1 Chronicles 22:18-19). 
Once Solomon completed construction, he moved the Ark of the Covenant from David’s tabernacle into 
the Temple and the glory of God fell so heavy the priests could not stand to minister (2 Chronicles 7:1-
3). 
Of course this begs the question: if David was not supposed to build a temple, why did God’s glory fall? 
I think the reason is this. Though we desire to do God’s will, we are not doing it perfectly every time we 
minister. 
Is your pastor always preaching the message that God wants every Sunday? Obviously not. No one has a 
perfect track record. Nevertheless, God will still anoint and bless the message even though it’s not the 
word God desired that Sunday morning. 
I know this may sound like heresy, but I believe God will bless and anoint us even when we make 
mistakes. Romans 8:28 says that God turns everything (even our mistakes) to good for those who love 
Him. 
Some have also suggested that Solomon’s temple was a foretaste of what was to come through Jesus 
and the church. I tend to disagree with this view because God said He was going to build the house and 
this is exactly what happened in the early church after the Holy Spirit fell and begin residing in the hearts 
of man because of Christ’s redemption. 
God’s promise of a temple was to be fulfilled in Christ, not Solomon. 
I don’t believe God wanted a physical temple, but still worked with it once Solomon built it. 
We learn a couple of things from this story: 
We see how easy it is to misinterpret prophecy. When God referred to David’s descendant, he 
immediately presumed it was Solomon. More wishful interpretation than an actual one. Prophecy is not 
always fulfilled in the way you think it will be. 
God will still bless the work of our hands, even if we don’t get God’s will perfectly right. The key here is 
motivation. David’s heart was right. He loved God and was not building his own Kingdom, but God’s. 
 
+++ 
 



A COMMENT TO THE ABOVE ARTICLE 
 Did God ever request for a physical temple to be built? Let’s take a look at what the bible says about 
Solomon’s Temple and exactly who was responsible for its construction, and why. 
2 Samuel 5:9-13, “So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city of David. And David built round about 
from Millo and inward. And David went on, and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him.” 
“And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons; and 
they built David a house. And David perceived that the Lord had established him king over Israel, and 
that he had exalted his kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.” 
“And David took him more concubines and wives out of Jerusalem, after he was come from Hebron; and 
there were yet sons and daughters born to David.” 
So, who is the King of Tyre and what is his connection to the Temple? If you really want to know who he 
is, read Ezekiel 28. 
The first time we are introduced to the “King of Tyre” is in 2 Samuel. The “King of Tyre” makes his 
presence known, when he offers to Build King David a palace to live in. 
I found it interesting that, while studying 2 Samuel, in a bible study class, one of my classmates 
questioned why David would take on more concubines and wives after he moved into his new home.  
Once his “new dwelling” was completed, David was so proud of his “house of cedar” that he decided to 
build a “temple” for the Lord.  
 
So why did The King of Tyre build David a palace, in the first place, since God chose His Son, Yeshua, 
“The Messiah” to be the “Living Temple”. To find the answer, let’s go back to the reason why King David 
took on more concubines and wives out of Jerusalem, after being given the Palace. The answer is 
“PRIDE” 
The King of Tyre knew that David would succumb “to pride” once he took residence in such a 
magnificent palace and that’s exactly what David did!!! As a result, David committed two grievous sins. 
Adultery and murder!!! 
The palace roof gave David the ability to observe Bathsheba, as she bathed, filling him with feelings of 
lust, resulting in his committing the sin of adultery. Their union resulting in Bathsheba’s pregnancy. To 
make matters worse, David decided to dispose of her husband, Uriah, by sending him into battle for the 
specific purpose of covering his crime of adultery, resulting in the death of Uriah. Therefore, David 
committed another sin, murder. Although God loved David, He would not let these grievous sins go 
unpunished. (The baby Bathsheba conceived – died!!) 
Although David and Bathsheba’s first child died, as a result of their sin, David and Bathsheba, had 
another son, Solomon. 
Solomon lived a life of decadence with over 600 wives. He could not control his lust. Among Solomon’s 
700 wives and 300 concubines, were many foreigners, which angered God and the inevitable happened: 
They lured King Solomon away from Yahweh into the worship of false gods and idols. Yes, over his 40-
year reign, Solomon did many great things, but he finally succumbed to the sins of lesser men. 
In addition, Solomon was neither chastened nor punished with the “rod of men”. In fact his life became 
so dismal, that he wrote Ecclesiastes 1:2, which begins: “Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher, vanity of 
vanities; all is vanity.” 
God always intended for Jesus/Yeshua to be the temple. A “living” temple. That is why Jesus/Yeshua 
told the Pharisees in John 2:19, “Destroy This Temple and I will rebuild it in 3 days – and He did!!! 
David misunderstood God, believing that his son, Solomon, would build a temple to the Lord, when in 
fact, God was confirming His covenant with Abraham, as referenced in Genesis, pertaining to the 
Messiah. That mistake continues to flourish, to this day!!!    
(Janice Calvert    November 19, 2021) 
 



+++ 
 
(Note: After all that reading we still haven’t reached the point of; will the Antichrist rebuild the third 
temple in Jerusalem in order for the daily sacrifice to be stopped?  Is the lesson gleaned from King David 
going to be repeated in our modern day, that of misinterpretation of prophecy; will the Jew, headstrong 
and full of pride, rebuild a building that God annulled not once but twice. If He does, then based on what 
was shared in this article, I strongly believe that it will be too late for those that look toward that 
rebuilding as a sign of the cessation of the daily sacrifice and the subsequent revelation of the Antichrist.  
I believe that in the last days our God has revealed some of His secrets unto His servants the prophets 
and in this case I side with David Berg and believe that he did indeed receive a revelation that 
circumstances surrounding the daily sacrifice, the covenant and the third temple are already being 
fulfilled. I believe it is much later than many would think. If I am wrong then I’ll have egg on my face, but 
egg is easily wiped off and forgotten, yet if David’s revelation proves to be true then many people will be 
found waiting beside the wrong sign post and will thus be found wanting. I think the Boys Scout motto 
of “Be prepared” is most fitting at this stage in history as we await further indications that He is even at 
the door.)    
 


