
CHAPTER 17 BABYLON: THE FALSE CHURCH SYSTEM

39. This is one of the most important chapters in Revelation, exposing and analyzing for us the relationship between the
religious/commercial System and the government, or, as John so aptly describes it, the "fornication" between the "Whore"
and the "kings of the Earth." THIS CHAPTER IS MAINLY `BACKGROUND", GIVING USAN HISTORICAL
ANALYSIS OFTHE SYSTEM so we can understand how God sees it and why He so utterly destroys it in the 16th, 18th
and 19th Chapters.

40. "And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come
hither; I WILL SHEW UNTO THEE THE JUDGMENT OFTHE GREATWHORE that sitteth upon many waters: With
whom the KINGS OFTHE EARTH have committed FORNICATION, and the inhabitants of the Earth have been made
DRUNK with the wine of her fornication." (17:1,2)

41. "So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness: and I SAWAWOMAN SIT UPONA SCARLET
COLOURED BEAST (the same beast described in Chapter 13), full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten
horns." (17:3) The Lord is showing us here that YOU HAVE TO DROPOUT SPIRITUALLY "INTO THE
WILDERNESS" IFYOUWANT TO SEE WHERE THEWHORE, THE SYSTEM, IS REALLYAT.

42. And John saw this "woman...arrayed in purple and scarlet colour (royal colours), and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls (precious stones have always represented the power of every economic system from the ancients' "idols of
gold and silver" to today's currencies backed by gold and silver), having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and
filthiness of her fornication: And UPON HER FOREHEADWASANAMEWRITTEN, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS ANDABOMINATIONS OFTHE EARTH." (17:4,5)

43. In case you don't know what "to fornicate" means, it means to unlawfully F--K, and here it means spiritual
fornication with the Devil; putting his kingdom (Babylon, the System) first in your life and serving it instead of dropping out
of it to serve in God's Kingdom. (New Jerusalem--the Children of God). As James said, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know
ye not that the FRIENDSHIPOF THEWORLD THE SYSTEM, BABYLON) IS ENMITYWITH GOD?Whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world (the system) is the enemy of God." (Jm.4:4)

44. Babel (or Babylon) was the first city man built after the Flood and later in this same chapter it says this woman,
Babylon, "is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the Earth." (17:18) So BABYLON REPRESENTS THE
GREATWORLDWIDE, AGE-OLD, CAPITALISTIC COMMERCIALCENTERS OFMATERIALISM: THE
CITIES OFMAN!

45. THEREARE TWOWOMEN IN REVELATION REPRESENTING TWO KINGDOMS:
(1) New Jerusalem, the Kingdom of Christ, the Church (Chap.12),
(2) Babylon, the Whore, the System, the kingdom of the Devil. People are working for and building in one or the other.

46. NEW JERUSALEM IS THE "GLORYOFGOD" (21:11) BUT BABYLON IS THE GLORYOFMAN--man's
greatest achievements are his cities. That's what he brags about more than anything else, his big buildings and his big cities.

47. But we agree with Toynbee, the historian who said, "Cities are man's festering sores on the body politic! The curse
of civilization is its cities." They have always been the mother of all abominations of the Earth. And IT IS THESE
CENTERS OF COMMERCIALISM THATARE RESPONSIBLE FORALLMAN'SWARS which are always fought
for the "love of money" or economic purposes and power, the power of possession of other cities. "From whence come wars
and fightings...Come they not hence, even of your lusts?" (Jam.4:1)

48. It is these centers of Industrialization based on the production of war goods and idols that have polluted not only the
entire Earth, air and sea, but also the hearts, minds and souls of all the inhabitants of the Earth with the "filthiness of her
fornication."MAN'S IDOLATRY POLLUTES EVERYTHING "for the LOVE OFMONEY (material things) is the root
of ALL EVIL. (1Tim.6:10)

49. "AND I SAWTHEWOMAN DRUNKENWITH THE BLOOD OFTHE SAINTS, and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration." (17:6)

50. THEWHORE HAS TWO FORMS, RELIGIOUS AND COMMERCIAL, BUT REALLY IT'S ALLTHE
SAME as they both "go down," "for the love of money." In her religious form she's been responsible for all the martyrs of
history, and in her commercial form for all the millions slain in war, as it says in Chapter 18:24, "In her was found the blood
of martyrs, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the Earth."



51. When John "wondered" at her, it means he was astonished--the picture really flipped him out. So the angel said,
"Wherefore didst thou marvel? I WILLTELLTHEE THE MYSTERYOFTHEWOMAN, AND OFTHE BEAST
THAT CARRIETH HER, which hath the seven heads and ten horns." (17:7)

52. First, an explanation of the Beast: "THE BEAST THATTHOU SAWESTWAS, AND IS NOT; AND SHALL
ASCEND OUT OFTHE BOTTOMLESS PITAND GO INTO PERDITION: And they that dwell on the Earth shall
wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life...when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is." (17:8)

53. "And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth."
(17:9) ABEAST IN PROPHETIC SYMBOLISM REPRESENTS EARTHLYGOVERNMENT. Daniel's vision of the
four great beasts arising from the sea in Daniel Chapter 7 represented four kings and four kingdoms. (Dan.7:17,23) "Was, and
is not, and yet is" means the Beast is past (was), future (is not, in other words the Beast is not yet complete but will be in the
future), and present (yet is).

54. "The seven heads (of the Beast) are seven mountains."MOUNTAINS REPRESENT GREATWORLD
KINGDOMS. The ancient kingdom of Babylon during her world reign was called "the destroying mountain" (Jer.51:24,25)
and prophecy referring to Christ's earthly kingdom during the Millennium calls it "the mountain of the Lord's house."
(Isa.2:2)

55. THESE SEVEN MOUNTAINS, THEN, ARE THE SEVEN MAJORWORLD POWERS THROUGH
WHICH THE BEAST HAS MANIFESTED HIMSELF and through which the Whore, by sitting on top, a ruling position,
has controlled the world.

56. "And there are seven kings: five are fallen." ATTHE TIMEWHEN THIS PROPHECYWAS GIVEN, 90 A.D.,
FIVE OFTHE SEVEN MAJORWORLD POWERS HAD FALLEN:

1) Egypt,
2) Assyria,
3) Babylon,
4) Medo-Persia, and
5) Greece.

"And one is": Rome was in power at the time of the prophecy and was the sixth. "And the other is not yet come": This is the
final government of the Antichrist, the seventh. "And when he cometh, he must continue a short space." (17:10) This is the
short reign of the Antichrist world government, only seven years according to Daniel 9:27. (See our class "Daniel 9",
No.348.)

57. "And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition." (17:11) The
Beast himself is of all seven empires since he bears them up. But what it means by saying the Beast is the eighth is a bit
difficult to understand. It seems to indicate that ALL SEVEN EMPIRESWILLCOMEAND GOAND THE BEAST
WILL BE THE EIGHTH EMPIRE just before its `perdition', or destruction.

58. The only thing I can think that this could possibly mean is that maybe before the Great Tribulation, before the
Abomination of Desolation, the seventh empire is not yet really the Antichrist empire because its leader hasn't been fully
possessed by the Devil. Though he is the head, or `king', of the seventh world government, he hasn't become the Antichrist.
But ATTHE POINT OFTHEABOMINATION OF DESOLATION (in the very middle of the last seven years, leaving
3-1/2 years to go) HE IS FULLYPOSSESSED OFTHE DEVIL and he becomes a new man, the Antichrist, with a new
government, totally of the Devil. ALTHOUGH ITWOULD BE THE VERY SAME HEAD, SEVENTH HEAD, IT
WOULD NOWALSO BECOME THE EIGHTH, ANDANEW GOVERNMENT.

59. The seventh head, however, is already here (though not yet in full power), and it isWORLD COMMUNISM which
is already on the march and is already conquering the world. AS THE SEVENTH HEAD, ITWILL BE THE BASIS OF
THEANTICHRIST GOVERNMENT, 'cause it has ALL the attributes of that government which are described in both
Revelation and Daniel; no other government ever has.

60. The Beast is RED, so is Communism (the Red Flag, Red Army, the Reds, Red Square, etc.). TheMOST
POWERFULAND THOROUGH DICTATORS the world has ever seen have been Communists (Stalin, Mao), and the
Beast is going to be headed up by the greatest dictator of all history. The Antichrist will COMPLETELYABOLISH
EVERYANDALL FORMS OFTRADITIONALWORSHIP--only Communism has tried to do this. The Beast will
DESTROYTHEWHORE--the false religions of man including Capitalism, which Communism is now working at. It is
going to RULE THE "ENTIRE EARTH": the goal of Communism which they are fast accomplishing.



61. Finally, in its pursuit of destroying all false religions, the prophecies predict that THE BEASTWILLALSO TRY
TO STAMPOUT THE TRUE CHURCH, which the Reds have tried to do in countries they have conquered. So if
Communism is not the seventh head, then we will have to wait till it passes and another government with exactly the same
attributes arises to take its place--which I doubt will happen since there's not enough time!

62. "AND THE TEN HORNSWHICH THOU SAWESTARE TEN KINGS, WHICH HAVE RECEIVED NO
KINGDOMAS YET; BUT RECEIVE POWERAS KINGS ONE HOURWITH THE BEAST." (17:12) Since they had
received "no kingdom as yet" in 90 A.D., they couldn't have been on any of the first six heads. So they must be on the
seventh, and if they are, then these ten kingdoms must definitely be here today.

63. In his predictions of these ten Endtime kingdoms, the Prophet Daniel said ALITTLE HORN, OR ELEVENTH
HORN, RISINGAFTER THE TEN HORNS, WILL PLUCK UPTHREE OFTHEM BYTHE ROOTS, THUS
TAKINGALLOFTHEM OVER. (See our class "Daniel 7", No.346.)

64. THE CONQUEST OFTHE THREE HORNS OR KINGDOMS DOESN'T MEAN THEY NO LONGER
EXISTAS SEPARATE KINGDOMS, THOUGH. The Communists have been very good at letting conquered countries
retain quite a bit of autonomy--so one of these three horns could be the U.S.A., as it is the chief resister to the Red Beast and
the Communist world domination. The other two may be Britain and West Germany.

65. After the conquest of these three horns and the establishing of Communist governments within their countries, they
could indeed, as it says here in the next verse, "GIVE their power and strength unto the Beast" (17:13), UNITINGWITH
THE BEAST TO FORM THE NUCLEUS OFTHEANTICHRIST KINGDOM. Who ever these ten kingdoms are,
though, will become clearer within the next few years.

66. "These (ten horns) shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for He is Lord of lords, and
King of kings: and they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful." (17:14)WHEN THEYTRYTOWIPE US
OUT IS WHEN GOD IS GOING TOWIPE THEM OUT!

67. The whore in verse 2 sits "upon many waters," which is interpreted in verse 15: "THEWATERS...WHERE THE
WHORE SITTETH, ARE PEOPLES, AND MULTITUDES, AND NATIONS AND TONGUES"--showing the
oppressive weight of the System on its miserable masses.

68. "AND THE TEN HORNSWHICH THOU SAWEST UPON THE BEAST, THESE SHALLHATE THE
WHORE, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire...AND THEWOMAN
(WHORE) WHICH THOU SAWEST IS THAT GREAT CITY, which reigneth over the kings of the Earth." (17:16,18)

69. Now we have said that the Whore is the religious/commercial System.WE COULD JUSTASWELLHAVE
SAID SHE REPRESENTED THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM--because they are both worshipping the gods of Mammon,
Money and Materialism. Jesus Himself said "No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve

1) God and
2) Mammon (worldly riches)." (Mt.6:24)

70. Let's face it, ORGANIZED RELIGIONWITHALL ITS MONEY, BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY IS
PRETTYWELL SOLD OUT TOMAMMONWORSHIP. In fact, it plays quite a big role in the economic systems of all
Western countries. For instance in the U.S., one-quarter of all privately owned land is reported to be owned by the
churchianity system! And the Catholic Church is reputed to have a greater income than all top six multinational corporations
put together!

71. THE REALRELIGION OFMAN HASALWAYS BEEN "THE LOVE OFMONEY" and "worship of the
works of his own hands." But in the ancient kingdoms it was cleverly disguised in the form of supernatural religion. Even
back then materialism was the real god and so-called religion was only the way the rich controlled the masses. In fact, the
temple of the god was often the place where they regulated all trade and commerce.

72. TODAYTHE GOD IS STILLMONEY, BUT "EDUCATION"AND "SCIENCE" HAVE REPLACED
SPIRITUALRELIGIONWITH INTELLECTUAL RELIGION. Together, the god of finance and the religion of
education and science make up the modern whore of Capitalism the false worship system. And it is this whore of Capitalism,
religious and commercial, that really runs things, not the kings or government!

73. For instance, in ancient Egypt, which though a dictatorship still allowed property to be privately owned (Capitalism),
Pharaoh appeared to be the Foundation and Fountainhead of all authority and power, but in actuality, authority rested



somewhere else. PHARAOH CLAIMED HIS AUTHORITY FROM HIS RELIGION, his whore, for the religion taught
that Pharaoh was the living offspring of the sun god, RA, who also happened to be the `national god' of Egypt and as such
deserving of all Egyptians' allegiance under penalty of law.

74. THE RELIGION TAUGHT PATRIOTISMAND NATIONALISM, which is what kept Pharaoh in power, so
actually the religion was in control of the land, not Pharaoh, just as the multinational and international bankers, the high
priests of today's whore of Capitalism, control the government of today!

75. EVERYGREAT EMPIRE HAS USED RELIGION TO CONTROLTHEIR MASSES. They all had
compulsory state religions which taught obedience to the state and were enforced by law! In the ancient kingdoms it was
compulsory worship of a national god; today it is compulsory education which teaches you nationalism, patriotism, and how
to fit into your slot in the great national worship of the paper pigs of paper money! (See "Green Paper Pig", No.243.)

76. So apparent has this religious influence and control been, that in his study of the same the historian Toynbee said,
"IF THERE IS EVER GOING TO BEAWORLD EMPIRE ITWILL NEEDACOMPULSORYWORLD
RELIGION TO KEEP IT IN POWER." Why? Because brute force doesn't make man a willing slave. He has to have
something that captures his heart and mind, plays on his fears, self-preservation instincts, etc., and instills a deep-seated
patriotism in him so that he is willing to live, fight and die for the state, the Whore's Beast--hence religion, or today,
EDUCATION. So as the prophecy says, the Whore "ruleth over kings"--for they too have to submit to her if they want to
keep their people in subjection.

77. "And the ten horns" shall destroy the Whore! If the U.S. and other western powers are represented by some of these
ten horns, why would they want to destroy their whore? To destroy Capitalism? Well, both Marx and Lenin taught that IF
YOU LEAVE CAPITALISMALONE LONG ENOUGH, IT'LL DESTROY ITSELF! It'll collapse of its own weight,
because of its built-in self-destructiveness resulting from its selfishness.

78. Take America for example, since she is the epitome of the Whore: Right now America is bankrupt and is only kept
going by the power of her government, but sooner or later the Crash is going to come, the economic crash and bankruptcy,
and it will be brought about by her own selfish, exploitive, wasteful, warmongering economy that has overextended itself in
order to keep the rich rich. Once the Crash comes, though, you know what's going to happen? All those minorities and
exploited poor within America that are kept down by her economic system, they're going to go out with their guns and knives
and destroy their own rich rulers and their religion, as has already happened in Russia, China and other Communist countries.
So America and Western Capitalism are bringing about their own downfall!

79. Will this destruction of America and the West finally bring an end to the false, exploitive, capitalistic religions of
man? Well, almost but not quite! In Daniel it says THEANTICHRIST GOVERNMENTWILLDESTROYALL FORMS
OF IDOLATRY EXCEPT FOR ONE: THEABOMINATION OF DESOLATION or Image of the Beast.

80. What the Communists will eventually do is merely replace many forms of false religion with the worship of one
false religion, the worship of this Abomination of Desolation or Image of the Beast. THEWHOREWILL STILL BE
HERE, ONLY IN ANOTHER FORM, and it will so completely control the lives of people that Revelation 13 says no one
will be able to buy or sell unless they have been branded with a number in their forehead or hand which will link them up
with a worldwide credit system controlled by this Image of the Beast. They will be literally "joined to idols" (Ho.4:17),
committing physical as well as spiritual fornication with the Whore and in total bondage to the System!

81. YES, THE COMMUNISTS ARE TRYING TO DESTROYTHEWHORE OFAMERICAN CAPITALISM,
BUT THEY DON'T KNOWHOWTO DO IT. They think if they just burn down its buildings and execute its evil leaders
and replace its false teachings with the "correct", "scientific" teaching of Marxism, everything will work out all right. But
they're gonna end up right back where they started, only a hell of a lot worse!

82. What they don't realize is that THE SYSTEM IS SPIRITUAL, it's based on the big lie of selfishness, pride and
rebellion against God, AND THE ONLYWAYTO FIGHT IT IS WITH THE SPIRITUALWEAPONS OFGOD'S
TRUTH, hitting 'em where it really hurts--in their hearts--really changing people's spirits, bringing them out of the kingdom
of darkness into the Kingdom of Light--as we are now doing!

(Revelation 15-22 [#0541])


