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A Plca from the Cathars!

By Maria Maria #504 CM/FM 3259 8/99
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Ssomeof you may remember, Dad hasmen-
tioned the Catharsin past L etters, and
they’ vecomeup several timesin recent mess-
ageswe' vereceived—firstin the spirit story on
“The Perfect Ones” and later in the messagein
LinkUp 7, “To Love an Enemy.” Severa years
ago, when Peter and | were considering pub-
lishing some prophecies on the Law of Love, |
wasvery interested in knowing more about this
group because Dad’'s mention of them was in
relation to our sexual freedom and the Law of
Love. But theinformation we were ableto find
when we researched them in today’s encyclo-
pedias was very sketchy and even somewhat
contradictory to what the Lord had revealed to
us and what Dad had taught us about these
people, who held beliefs and lived the Lord’s
love and freedom in ways very similar to our-
selves. So | asked the Lord if He could have
some of the Cathars speak to us themselves
and tell us about their lives!

2. Inanswer toour prayers,thelLord had
some Cathar sspeak to usin prophecy, telling
usof their lives, their deaths, and what they're
doingtoday to help us! Asitturnsout, the Lord
led us not to publish these messages earlier as
it was not theright time. But now, in light of the
“Shakeup 2000!" Letter, | feel you will benefit
greatly by the counsel of these important spirit
helpers. Following aretheir accounts, some per-

sonal testimoniesof what they believed, desired,
and experienced. It's very interesting to hear
how they lived and the freedoms the Lord had
giventhem. Their liveswere much like oursand
it's easy to see why they’ ve returned to help us

Dad on the Cathars

What other Christian religion has
ever used sex appeal? Well, I'll tell you. A
very intellectual Swede [in Tenerife] be-
came our good friend. He came to us one
night at the club and said, “There was a
strange sect back in the 1200s which
arose in Southern Europe. They were a lot
like you and your people. They were young
wandering minstrels sort of like the hip-
pies of today. They were Christians, real
believers, drop-outs from the church, and
they had absolute freedom—the Cathars.

“They believed in sexual freedom just
like you do, and they were sweeping
across Europe. They were growing and
just booming by the thousands! They were
musical, they played guitars, they sang,
they danced. They were just like everything
I've heard and seen about you!

“The pope got so scared that he sent
an army to slaughter them before they
got any further! And they literally mass-
acred hundreds and hundreds of them,
martyred them to try to stop this new reli-
gion of love!

“Some of their prophets prophesied:
‘You’'re killing us now, but we are going
to come back in the Time of the End, 700
years from now! We are going to come
back again and we're going to take over
the world!” (Tongues: “Listen to the Words
of thy Father David! Listen to the things
that he shall tell thee, for these things are
things that come of Me! What wondrous
words are these!”) Thank You Lord! Halle-
lujah!

So here we are 700 years later! Hal-
lelujah! You see, the Lord has allowed their
spirits to come back now to aid us—to do
what they were doing and to carry on what
they started then! God is, in this Endtime,
for this last big push before the End, al-
lowing them to come back to help us! Hal-
lelujah! (From ML #576:34,36-41.)
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fulfill our calling and destiny as the Lord's
dropped-out, Endtime army!

3. It’san awesomeprivilegeto beableto
travel back intimein thespirit and hear ex-
actly what happened and why. lsn't it fantastic?!
The Lord is so good to us!

Why Single Out the Young People?

4. They also giveapower ful and sobering
messagedir ected toyou young people, whichis
right in linewith the new revolutionsthe Family
isgoing through, asoutlined in “ Shakeup 2000.”
These messages were given some time before
the “ Shakeup 2000" messages from the Lord
and Dad, and if you read them with an open
heart, | believeyou'll find them very convicting
and strengthening.

5. Upon reading these messages, you young
peoplemay wonder why you'rebeing focused
onin particular, when, asthe“ Shakeup 2000”
GN brings out, the Lord is zeroing in on each
one of us. It's not that you young people are
the only ones who have problems or are being
put in the spotlight; the FGAs have also fallen
down in some areas and need to recommit their
lives and make the same choice as you do—
that of deciding where you stand and commit-
ting wholeheartedly to CM or FM service, or
evenleaving the Family if neither optioniswhat
you desire or have the faith for.

6. In these messages, the Cathar spirit
helperssingleyou young peopleout. Their chal-
lengeand call to commitment isdirected toward
you. Of course, it's applicableto all, and there
are FGAswho certainly need the same message.
| didn’'t want you to feel like you were being
picked on, when |’ m sure you can seethat there
are FGAs who are in the same boat as your-
selves, so | asked the Lord why this message
was given fromthisangle. I’m going to include
excerptsof Hisanswer below, becauseit'svery
important that you understand why you're be-
ing highlighted so that you're able to accept
and receive this message with an open heart,
without feeling critical toward the FGAsor feel-
ing like they’ re “ getting off the hook.”

7. Duringthistimeof purging and shakeup
intheFamily, theL ord isgoingtowork on and
touch everyone sheart and life. He'snot being
harder on you young people. He's dealing with
the FGAsaswell. Please remember that the Lord
knows best, and if He sees fit to give a special

message for you young people, then please re-
ceiveit asatoken of Hislove. “WhomtheLord
loveth, He chasteneth.” | could paraphrase that
tosay, “Whom theLord loveth, He challenges.”
This message is primarily a challenge. Please
let the Lord speak directly to your own heart,
setting aside any problems and weaknesses the
FGAsmay havefor now.

8. Regarding this message and why it’s
directed to you young peopleand doesn’'t seem
to include the FGAs so much, the Lord said:

9. (Jesus speaking:) Thismessagefocuses
on theyounger generation becausetheCathars
haveaspecial burdenfor your youth. TheCathars
of old were much like you, My dear dedicated
children of today, as| showed your Father David
years ago. Many were young people when they
dropped out to follow Me fully, or to become
believers, although there were also some older
ones among them, just asthere are among you.
But all wereyoungin spirit, and werefresh and
aliveintheir faith and zeal for Me.

10. Inthisregard, ther ewereno second-
generation Cathars, for in becomingaCathar,
each had to makethechoicetogoall theway
for Me. Because of the opposition of the Sys-
tem around them, they could not coast along
onthefaith of others. They had to choose either
to follow Me and the faith of the Cathars or to
drop back into the morass of the System, into
the dead works of Roman Catholicism of that
day. And if they chose to follow Me fully, a
dangerous decision then as well as now, they
knew that it could mean their death. It wasalife-
and-death decision. Many were martyred for
their faith at ayoung age.

11. So the Catharsrelateto the youth of
your Family and feel for them, and want todo
all they cantostir them up and help them to get
on board. They redizeit'smore difficult for you
because some of you of the second generation
have not personally had to give up the System
for your beliefs—or face death for your faith, as
they did. Therefore you face more battles and
temptations.

12. Thisgivesthe Catharsan additional
desiretomotivateyour young people, because
they want to seethem makeit, to become hot,
impassioned and on fire, burning with love for
Me and for lost souls, so that they will become
the Endtime soldiers and beacons of light and



faith that they are destined to be! Thisis why
they single out the young people. Thisis why
they focus on the fact that your youth must
make decisions, why they say that the adults
and FGAs have already done so; thus their
hearts and minds are one with them.

13.1tisnot that theFGAsdonot haveprob-
lemsor weaknesses, or that they haveevenre-
mained faithful in all thesear eas. But they have
dropped out. They have left the System. They
made that commitment in their heart once, and
they will, for the most part, continue to do so.
They understand the message, whereas the sec-
ond generation has a more difficult time under-
standing because they have not experienced the
System of their day firsthand.

14. Sol say toyou young ones, pleaselisten
and giveear tothesepleas. The Catharsimplore
you to accept thischallenge, as| do. They stand
by your side, ready to help, to fight the Enemy,
to give you strength. But you must make the
choice and forsake the System of your day in
order to inherit the calling and heritage of free-
dom, love and truth that | have for you.

15. Donot worry about theFGAs. Focuson
your own lives. This message puts you in the
spotlight and not the FGAs. Trust Me for what
you do not understand. | have messagesfor all,
and each generation will receive the correction
and guidance that is needed. But thistime, the
message is geared toward you. It is applicable
toall, but you must bethe onestoreceiveit and
act on it, first and foremost. (End of message
fromJesus.)

16. (Mama:) | hadn’t thought of thefact
that many of the Cathar swereyoung people.
That certainly explainswhy they’ rerelating this
message to you, because they feel for you and
love you and want to see you make it and carry
on the message and the Lord’s free spirit that
they gavetheir livesfor.

17.1 pray that you young peoplewill take
that message to heart. The Lord knows what
He's doing, and He's just as concerned about
the FGAs and their spiritual progress as He is
about yours. But this time the message is for
you! Just think, Helovesyou so much that He's
got awhole host of Cathars ready to fight and
stand by your side. They're pleading with you
to forsake the System and to follow the ways of
the Lord. Will you?

18. | know some of you already have—
you've made your decision and you're fully
committed to following the Lord, forsaking the
System and itsways, and giving your all tolove
and serve Jesus and others. God blessyou! The
Lord’s proud of you, and | am too, and you're
wonderful samples of love and dedication to
your peers! Keep up the good work!

A Word to the FGAs

19. And FGAs, pleasealsoread thesemess-
ages carefully. The spiritual principles apply
just as much to you as to the young people,
particularly the need to live the Lord's Law of
Love and be 100% committed to the Lord and
the Family. Check your heart to see whether or
not you still have the same burning passion
and love for the Lord and souls that you did
when you first joined. If not, ask the Lord to
rekindlethat firein you, so that you’ re not held
back by pride, the fear of man or other hin-
drances. Let the Lord again use you to the full
asyou burn freefor Him!

Differences Among the Cathars,
And Why History Portrays Them
Differently Than They Were

20. In the messages from the Cathars
which follow, some of them speak of their life
in small villagesor in thecountryside. Thisis
abit different than the Cathar lifestyle portrayed
in the spirit story “The Perfect Ones,” where
they lived in cities and towns and weren’t so
separate from the world. We asked the Lord if
He could please clarify that for us, and He not
only did so, but He also explained why some
encyclopediasand reference books paint avery
different picture of the Catharsthan what we' ve
received in prophecy.

21. (Jesusspeaking:) Thereweremany dif-
ferent groupsof Cathars, for they strovetofol-
low Meand My Word first and foremost, and
they rg ected theauthority of thepopeand Roman
church. So they had leaders and shepherds,
much as you do today, but no overall |eader, for
they would look only to Me, not to man. This
led to differences of doctrine and interpretation
within the Cathars, even asit has led to differ-
ences in the church system today. Some groups
interpreted the Scriptures oneway and othersin
another way, and others in yet other ways.



22. With these varying interpretations
camevarying degreesof dedication, lifestyles
and pr actices. Some of the Catharslived within
the cities where they practiced their trades and
tried to win othersto Me, at first openly, when
they enjoyed the protection of the local nobil-
ity, and later clandestinely, when they were
grestly persecuted. Somewerefervent witnesses
while others were older, more traditional, and
more settled down.

23. Othersof the Catharsrejected such
contact with thewor |d and sought to come out
from among them, touching not the unclean
thing and having no contact with thecitiesand
their filth. These groups of Catharswere often
younger, more radical ones, who settled in the
countryside in small villages or remote areas
wherethey could livealife of lovein peace and
total freedom.

24. Other Cathars fulfilled the role of
traveling evangdistsor shepherds, passingon
their message through their preaching or through
their songs, both inspiring their brethren and
reaching others who were fed up with the
churchianity of their day, the dead works and
dry religion of those who had little spirit or life,
who wist not that | had departed from their
churches.

25. Each of thesegroupsof Catharsloved
Meand they werededicated toMein different
ways, but to those who loved Me the most and
followed Me the closest, | was able to reveal
the most truth and the greatest revelations of
My nature. This was often to those who lived
apart from the cities in their small villages of
love, who shared love more freely and had all
things common, living in many ways like you
do today. For they were New Testament Chris-
tians, just as you are, while the church of their
day was stuck in the Old Testament—in cer-
emonies, rituals, and works of righteousness.

26. So, many of these dear ones in the
countryside had great love, great peace and
great freedom arisngfromtheir great dedica-
tion. Those living in the cities often had less,
either because of lesser dedication or because
of the constraints of the System which sur-
rounded them on every side.

27. ThoseCathar swhich speak toyou are
often thoseof thecountryside, for they arekin-
dred spirits. They seein you a continuation of
their movement, as| promised them and astheir

prophets and traveling minstrels recorded and
proclaimed centuries ago. They see your love,
your lifestyle, your dedication, and they wish
to help you in whatever way they can, asdo a
great host of othersin Heaven!

28. Their love, spirit and freedom made
Southern France of their time a heaven on
earth, and they weregreatly envied and hated
by the Cathalic chur ch. They feared their free-
dom, for it threatened the church’s hold on the
souls and finances of men, so they sought to
stamp them out, leaving no trace of them and
their beliefs. And asthey sought to exterminate
the Cathars, they also sought to turn their truth,
My truth, into alie.

29.Duringtheir persecution of theCathars
and theyear swhich followed, the Cathalicspro-
claimed that the freedom of the Catharswas
actually bondage, that their love was actually
tradition, that their peace was afairy tale. Like
many evil conquerors of old, they rewrote his-
tory, painting the Cathars black or shades of
gray, attempting to destroy their purity in the
minds of the people even as they destroyed
every scrap of their writings. Great wasthefury
of these evil ones as they sought My true chil-
dren out and burned them and their few books
and writings, so that today you are only left
with the legend of the Cathars.

30. Even thosefew who do call themselves
Cathar stoday know littleof their predecessors
and the true love and freedom which was
granted them. Some memorieswere passed on
by word of mouth, some truths were preserved
in out-of-the-way places, but these memories
and truths had to compete with a great body of
lies spread by the System, and even with the
traditions of those Catharswho lived in the big
cities, who were sometimes|ess zealousin their
faith and beliefs. So the truth of the Catharsis
now only availableto you through the voice of
My Spirit, dear children—through Me speak-
ing to you and allowing the Cathars of old to
speak to you. (End of message from Jesus.)

31. (Mama:) Thank theL ord that wecan
get thetruth about higtory, thereal inddescoop,
by asking Him! We're so privileged to be able
totravel back intimeand hear how thingsreally
were.

32.1n another messagethelL ord gaveus
about thesetimesand these messagesfrom the



Cathars, He said, “ The messagesreceived were
in particular from those who had fled the perse-
cution and gone up into the foothills of the
Pyrenees. These were mostly young folks, as
their fathers had fought and died in the wars,
and many of the older generation had died inthe
following persecutions of those who held their
beliefs. Of course, not all wereyoung; therewas
afair sprinkling of older onesamong them. But it
wasthesewho for another generation flourished
in theisolation of the hills and mountains after
thewar which have been giving you these mess-
ages. Intimethey a so suffered martyrdom. Their
mission in that age had ended, and they were
called Home to prepare them for their ultimate
mission of helping the children of David in the
Endtime.”

33. Now herearethe Cathar sthemselves
totell you their stories!

The Cathar Life—
Why They Were Hated!

34. (Cathar speaking:) We lived such
peaceful, happy lives! That'swhat wewanted—
peace and quiet and happiness and solitude and
freedom to live our lives, freedom to love our
Jesus, and freedom to love one another. We
wanted to live away from the crowds, away from
the pressure and the law that sought to bind us
and control us. So we sought refugein the quiet-
ness and the beauty of the hills of France, the
far distant hills away from the crowds, so we
could be free to love one another and raise our
children.

35. Wehad beautiful, simplevillages. We
sang many happy songs and we danced at night.
We praised the L ord and weloved the Lord and
we loved one another. We cared for each other
and we cared for each other’s children. We gave
to each other and we served each other, and our
liveswere simple and beautiful.

36. We loved freely, but we also cared
greatly. We gave to one another freely, but we
also shared the responsibility to love the un-
lovely, to carefor theweak, to carefor the sick,
to care for the mothers and the children.

37.Lovewasour creed, and thislovewas
expressed in so many ways. in our happy praises
to Jesus, inour daily prayer timewhenwewould
unite and pray for one another and thank the
Lordfor Hismercy and His supply and His pro-
tection, for the peace that He had blessed us

with and the simplelifethat we were blessed to
live

38. Our lovewas manifested aswewould
carefor one another, aswe would share each
other’s burdens, aswe would serve one another
and as we would love. We had such beautiful
love, so free, so warm, so tender. We had hot,
passionate love for Jesus and for each other!

39. Thisiswhat wewanted, just freedomto
liveour livesin peaceand happiness, trusting
and praising Jesus. And we did have atime of
peace for a while. But the peace did not last
forever, for there were those who went out from
our camp. There were those who went out from
the villages, who were not satisfied with the
love, who wanted alifestyle of theworld rather
than the peace and quietness and the simple
Godly lifewhichwelived.

40. And beforelong, newsspr ead abr oad of
our loveand of our freedom, and peopledid not
under stand and they hated usfor thisfreedom.
They despised our freedom because we taught
and we lived and we stood for things that they
never knew existed, that they didn’t even think
werepossible! Yet herewelived them! Wewere
living proof of the power of the love of Jesus.
We were living proof that you could serve one
another inlove, and you could livealife of free-
dom, caring for one another and raising your
children together, loving the Lord and loving
each other.

41. They hated usfor this. They hated our
beautiful freedom becauseit showed the people
how they were in such bondage. They hated
our caring and giving because it exposed their
extreme selfishness. They hated our faith be-
cause it manifested their lack of it. They hated
our way of proclaiming thetruth and our beliefs
because our fervor was so hot compared to their
lukewarm religion and evangelism.

42. But not everybody hated us. Therewere
those who cameto seek us out when they heard
of our lives and of our love and our freedom.
They came to behold and to see this freedom
with their own eyes. They were hungry for the
truth and they wanted more. They wanted free-
domtoloveandtolive alife of peace, alife of
tranquility, alife of simplicity, and especially a
life of love. They were hungry to know Jesus,
they were hungry to know true love, and they
were hungry for the freedom of love and sex
that they had heard existed in our villages.



43. Sotherewer ethosewho cameto seek
us out, to search for us. They found us and
many stayed, and thisis how our villages grew.
Some of them were even from families of influ-
ence. There were some young men who came
from wealthy families. But they left it al, be-
cause they found that the life of wealth and
prestige and power did not satisfy, because in
their hearts they only wanted to know Jesus,
and true love and true freedom.

44. When they came to our villages and
they saw our dancing and our singing and our
praisingtheL ord, and when they saw thelove
in our eyes for one another and our freedom of
spirit and our beautiful little children and our
happy ways and our simplicity, even though
wehad very little, they knew that wewerevery,
very rich! We were rich in the most important
things in life, the things that money couldn’t
buy, and they knew in usthey had found agreat,
great treasure. So they were willing to leave al
that they had down in the valley—all their
wealth, and all their power, al their inheritance
and eventheir names. They werewillingto leave
it all just to experiencethislovethat they found
in our happy villages.

45, Sothisishow it started. It wasatime of
growth, but it was al so the beginning of the end
for us when some went out from our happy vil-
lages and the news of our life and our love
spread, and then many came to join us. Many
young ones came to join us, mostly teenagers
and young adults, for the youth of our day were
searching for truth and freedom, lifeand love.

46. Thepower ful oneswer enot happy about
this. The powerful ones hated us. They hated
our love and they hated our message. They
despised what we stood for, because we ex-
posed them and their lack of love, their spirit-
less religion. We exposed their hypocrisy and
their riches without righteousness. We exposed
them, and they hated us for it, and they hated
us for taking their children, the youth of that
day. They hated our message of love, and they
hated our freedom, and they hated the way we
cared for one another. They hated the way we
raised our children to believe in Jesus and to
love Him more than anything else. They hated
the way we didn’t raise our children according
totheir plan, according to their moresand codes,
and according to what they expected, but we
raised our children inlove and in freedom.

47. They weresoafraid of our loveand our
freedom. And it was because of this fear and
this hate that they sought us out and they
sought to destroy us. They sought to destroy
us because they were the enemies of love and
the enemies of God. They said they loved Jesus,
but they didn’'t. They hated Jesus, and they
hated us because we represented Jesus. They
hated us because we exposed them, because our
light and our love exposed their darkness and
their hatred.

48. So they sought usout and they killed
usall. They thought that by killing us, they would
stop the message of Jesus. They thought that
by destroying us, our voice would be heard no
more, and that our love would die with us. But
they were wrong. They were such fools! They
didn’trealizethat inkilling usthey only released
our spiritsto live forever! And our message of
love would never be stopped or silenced!

49. We knew that our death was not the
end. We knew that it was only opening the door
to another dimension; that we would live on,
and our freedom would live on with Jesus. We
knew that He had a plan for us, and this plan
would not be defeated or destroyed. Even the
enemies of God could not destroy or defeat this
plan. Evenin our death it would not be defeated.

50. Weknewthat in God'sper fect timeour
message would once again beresurrected. It
would be born anew in His people, in His new
young voices. It would once again ring aloud,
and the freedom and truth of His Spirit and His
love would be heard once again!

51. These foolswho tried to stop usand
defeat usand destroy our voice arethe ones
whower edisappointed! They tried to put anend
to our voice, but the words were not ours, but
those of the Lord Who gave them to us. Their
works perished, whilewelive on! Our worksdo
follow us, and they have been born againin the
children of David! (End of message from a
Cathar.)

R

52. (Cathar speaking:) So dark. So dark.
So dark. It was atime of great spiritual dark-
ness and a drought for the Word of God, and
for love, truth, sincerity and honesty. Men's
heartswere evil and hard and cruel and dishon-
est. But the Lord revealed to us His light, His
truth, His peace, Hisjoy, Hislove.



53. Weknew that we could not survivein
thedarkness, so wefled tothelight, thelight
on the mountain, where there was peace and
joy and harmony and love. Our joy waswithout
bounds! Our love was sincere and deep and
real, and the Lord revealed much truth to us
through His living voice of prophecy and
through the prophets He had chosen.

54. Our timetogether washappy and joy-
ful! Our lovespread throughout themountains,
and thepeoplesaw our light. The Lord warned
our prophets through visions and dreams that
the evil men would come, but He gave us great
grace and assured usthat thiswould lead to the
end of this darkness upon the Earth—that this
would be the beginning of the end of this dark-
ness, and the return of His love and light and
truth in the hearts of many. He told us that we
would return again in the End to help.

55. Sothemen came—theevil, hard, cold,
cruel men. But we had such peace, such dying
grace, such joy, that our lights shone so brightly.
It wasindeed the beginning of the end. For many
saw the way we lived, the way we loved, the
way we died, and began to see the evil behind
thisevil popeand hiswicked men, and their lust
for power and wealth. [Note: Both Pope Inno-
cent 111 and Pope Gregory 1X were ruthlessin
their persecution of the Cathars, and were re-
sponsible for the deaths of untold thousands of
Cathar believers.] And word spread throughout
the countries round about.

56. So we wer e happy to bemartyred for
Jesus. We were young and we were strong, but
wewere happy to giveour livesto bring light to
many in thisdark and evil land.

57. And now Jesus is calling you—you
young people—tonot befooled by thedarkness,
by thisevil, cold, cruel world of heartless men,
power-hungry, lustful and greedy. Instead, fol-
low thevision that Jesus has given you through
your Father David, through Queen Maria,
through King Peter, through this Family, this
wonderful loving Family who we have been with
from the beginning. We have been with you
and we have helped you al along. We cheer for
you, and we pray for you, and wethank God for
youl

58. Sobenot deceived, for you haveindeed
been called toshed HisLight in thisonceagain
dark, dark, dark world. Thelightsare soon to
flicker out, but His sheep are bleating for you.
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They'recalling for their God! Will you go? Will
you give your life as we did? You have been
given more power and moretruth and even more
mercy to reach the lost, the broken, the desper-
ate and the needy.

59. Will you take up the challenge? Will
you follow Jesusand David and Mariaand Peter
intothedarknesstorescueHissheep?We pray
you will! We will continue to fight alongside
you and help you. It's not hard. Just trust the
Lord. Just follow HisWord and it will cut through
the darkness, and you will continue to have a
stream of light flowing with you through the
darkness to enlighten the hearts of men. Don’t
give up! Forsake the temptations of your
youth—the foolishness, the shallowness, the
immaturity, the lusts of the world and the pride
of carnal knowledge and reasoning. Follow God
and you will be young forever in the Spirit with
us! (End of message from a Cathar.)

A Challenge to Drop Out and
Live the Law of Love!

60. (Mama:) Inthenext messageyou’ll see
therolethat the Cathar shaveplayed in help-
ing to guide Dad in the many turns our Family
took in our earlier years, including hisinterpret-
ation and understanding of the Law of Love,
FFing and our sharing beliefs. Since this mess-
age highlights the Law of Love and Loving
Jesus, and challenges you young people—and
al of us—to have the conviction and dedica-
tiontoliveitat al costs, | asked the L ord whether
these two points were the most important, or
why other points were left out of this message.
Here'sthe answer He gave:

61. (Jesusspeaking:) The Cathars main
testimony tothe System of their day wastheir
freeloveand spirit. They loved each other, they
cared for each other, and they loved Me. This
was their strength, and they seek to share the
special treasure and freedoms they were given
with you too. But that doesn’t mean that hear-
ing from Me in prophecy or other things that
they didn't specifically mention that | have
shown you are not important or are now less
important.

62. Livingthe Law of Love, which isthe
main messagethey areproclaiming, includes
all thingsin thelife of atrue Christian. The
Law of Loveisthebasic guideline and standard



by which each of you should live, and if you
do, then you will befulfilling all thelaw and the
prophets. You will preach the Gospel out of love
for lost souls. You will help those in need. You
will give loveto those who are lonely and des-
titute. You will hear from Me and confirm My
will, sothat you are ableto perform that which |
would have you to do, and so that you hurt no
one through unwise or unloving actions. And
on the list goes.

63. So you see, My children, the Law of
L ove cover severything. It doesnot focusonly
on sexual sharing or that side of the freedoms
you'vebeengiven. Itisall-inclusive, al-encom-
passing. It presidesover all things. So endeavor
to live My Law of Love and you will receive
tremendous blessings. (End of message from
Jesus.)

64. (Cathar speaking:) Thank you for ask-
ing usto speak. We have so much to say. We
have spoken with your father many times. He
listened to us, to our guidance, to our words of
love when he was there with you on Earth. He
was attuned to our instruction and to our guid-
ance.

65. Wehelped himto stay dropped out. We
helped him in his battles against the church
system. We helped him in his discovery of the
truth. We helped him in his interpretation of
Jesus' Law of Love. We helped to give him the
gracefor the many sacrificesthat he madewhen
pioneering what you call Flirty Fishing, leading
your great Family into such freedom and such
light.

66. Wewerewith your Father David from
thebeginning, instructing him and hel ping him
and giving him courage and strength to stand
strong against the status quo; to stay dropped
out and revolutionary and radical and extreme;
to be the iconoclast that he was!

67. We wer e helping and observing and
supportingand dir ecting and encour aging him,
because we knew how important it was that he
received the revelation of the Law of Love, and
that he stayed strong in his conviction, and that
he'd be faithful to pass it on to his children,
who he knew would receiveit, believeit, act on
itandliveit.

68. Weknew that David’schildren would
liveit aswelived it. We knew that your parents
were searching for alife of happiness, freedom

and love just aswe were. We knew their hearts
were soft and tender to Jesus' voice, and they
werewilling to give anything that Hewould re-
quire of them so that they could be closer to
Him and have more of His love, more of His
Spirit, and more of His freedom; so that they
could please Him and obey Him. We knew their
hearts had this receptive soil to receive these
precious seeds of the truth of God.

69. Weknew that your Father David would
be a faithful caretaker, that he would receive
the Words, and that your Queen Maria would
faithfully carefor them and guard them and pro-
tect them and passthem on to the hungry hearts
that would cherish them. We knew this precious
truth would not be lost with your Father David
and with hisfaithful, loving handmaiden, Maria.

70. Sowe have been amongst those Heav-
enly counsglor sround about you—helping, in-
structing, encouraging and strengthening.
And so do we continue even now in your hour
of need. We are at your beck and call, and it is
our desire to continue to strengthen the hearts
and minds of the children of David—to strength-
en you through our words, through our pres-
ence, through our testimony. To encourage you
to keep fighting and to keep trusting, to not com-
promise, to not let down the banner of love, to
not let go of the freedom that you have been
blessed with from the hand of Jesus. To not lose
sight of the precious riches that have been en-
trusted into your care in the Words of David.

71. For thesearethelL ast Days, and thisis
the greatest battle! And you, the children of
David, must be stronger than ever! You must be
purer than ever, in your thoughts and in your
hearts and in your desire. You must be more
dropped out than ever, hating the System more
than ever and loving Jesus more than ever!

72.1tisnot atimetocompromise. Itisnot
atime to take into your hearts and minds and
souls the thoughts and ways of the people of
theworld. It isatimeto reject them more than
ever—to separate yourselves so that you may
stay strong and clean and close to Jesus, be-
cause the battles are great and they will be yet
greater! Therewill be demands placed uponyou
that will be so great and so fierce, that only by
staying close to Jesus and strong in the power
of David and mighty in the ways of the Word,
will you be able to withstand and conquer in
the battles that are ahead.



73. Sowesay toyou young peoplethat it is
atimeto awake out of sleep! To awake out of
compromise! To awake out of the lethargy and
laziness of spirit, and to take your place among
the ranks with your parents, with the faithful
ones, with those who have proven themselves
and who have been willing, as we were, to lay
down their livesfor the truth.

74. Don’t you seethat your parentshave
already given their lives for Jesus? They've
already stood strong against the System.
They’ ve already been willing to be made of no
reputation and to be mocked and scorned be-
cause of their great love and their great freedom.
Their hearts and their minds are one with us.
Though they may weaken in the face of the
Enemy’s vicious attacks, till they hold to the
commission Jesus has given them, and they have
faith and conviction that the calling they have
been given isright and pure. Though they be-
come weak, they do not poop out, but hold on
to the Lord. When He sees His children weak
and still holding on through their weaknesses,
He sees soldierswho are becoming strong, wax-
ing valiant in fight, and Heis proud of them.

75. And now we proclaim theday of chal-
lengetoyou young people. Areyour heartsand
mindsonewith us? Areyou, too, willingtolive
and diefor love?Islovethat important to you—
freedom to love one another and freedom to
love Jesus? Does it mean enough to you that
you arewillingtodiefor it?Or areyou willing to
let the System steal it away little by little until
you becomeblind and numb and you don’t even
notice that you have lost the love and freedom
that you once had, and the love and freedom
that your parents and those who have gone
before you werewilling to givetheir livesfor?

76. Wehaveheped your Father David and
your Queen, Mother Maria. And we have
helped your parents in their hour of need. We
strengthened them because we knew their
hearts' desire wasto believe and to follow and
obey and live alife of love, no matter what the
cost.

77. And now wearewillingtohep you. We
will help any who call upon us, who need our
help, and desire our help. No matter how weak
you feel. No matter how incapable and lacking
in love, and selfish and tainted and polluted by
the System of the world. No matter how bad
and sinful you feel. If youwill call out to Jesus

for strength, if you will forsake your ungodly
and wicked ways, you will find strength. We
will beamongst your Heavenly counselorswho
will help you and give you strength that you
know not of.

78. We have been in the war room with
Jesusand with David, planningthegr eat battles
ahead. We know the battles and the choicesyou
will face. We know the dangers and the tempta-
tions. But we also know of the great victories
that arein storefor you and the mighty exploits
that youwill doif youwill only call out to Jesus
for strength and power and anointing!—If you
will only kneel before Him and yield yourself
completely, in mind, body and spirit, and let His
Words and the Words of David wash you clean
of the contaminants and the pollutants, the dirt
and the filth and the evil ways of the System.
For they are many, and it is slowly sucking the
very life out of some of you—you young war-
riors who should be the strongest and the most
valiant, the most dropped out and the most dedi-
cated and the most in love with Jesus because
of the training that you have had, and the won-
derful privilege that you have had of reading
and feasting on the Words of David.

79. But instead some of you areweak and
your lightsaredull. Some among you are con-
fused because you have not chosen the ways
of David, but you have rejected them, and in
rejecting them you have received strong delu-
sion. And now many go about believing alie,
living alie, weakening day by day. And these
who have rejected the truth of the Words of
David will not have the strength that they need
for the battles ahead.

80. Thereforetake heed to these wor ds of
war ning. Prepareyourselvesfor theday of battle.
Forsake these evil ways, these distractions of
the Enemy, theselies of the Evil One, these weak-
nesses of the flesh, these carnal thoughts, so
that you can find strength in Jesus. If you will
cal upon Himinyour hour of need, we and many
with us will be there to strengthen, encourage,
support and lead and guide you as we did for
your Father David, and aswe are doing for your
Mother Mariaand your servant king, Peter.

81. Some of you may seethisL aw of L ove,
thisfreedom of loveasasmall thing, insignifi-
cant inyour eyes, but we know how important it
isl We know that it is a key in the Endtime
events. Therefore this truth and this light must
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be preservedin all of its purity.

82. It isbetter that therebeafew children
of David whoarewillingtolivethistruth com-
pletely and wholly than many children of David
wholiveit only halfheartedly or not at all. For it
isnot in the numbers that thereis strength, but
itisinhow each onelivesthetruth of the Words
of Jesus and the Words of David.

83. Your key placeintheEndtimeisdepen-
dent upon your faithfulnessand loyalty tothe
truth. You have been given so much truth, and
it isyour responsihility to stand strong for that
truth—to protect it, to speak it, to liveit and to
let it be atestimony, even if it costs you your
life. For when you receive the truth whol eheart-
edly youwill grow to loveit, and then you will
know that it isworth it to give your life for the
truth, for this precious, preciousfreedom of love
that Jesus has given you in these words of the
Law of Love, in these words of your teachers
and your faithful shepherd David.

84. Asyou receiveit and asyou liveit, you
will grow toloveit, and then you will see how
important thisis, that this very freedom, this
very Law of Loveiswhat makesthe children of
David what they are. For there are many, yea,
multitudeswho arewilling to love Jesus. There
aremany who arewilling to praise Him and wor-
ship Him and even tell others about Him, but
thereare sofew who arewillingtoliveHislove
tothefull and be atestimony of Hisloveand an
exampleof HisLaw of Love—livinglovetothe
full, loving even when it hurts.

85. Thisisthetruth that theEnemy hates
themost, and for thisreason heisdoing every-
thing in his power to destroy it. So take up this
truth and eat it and receive it and cherish it in
your heart. Do not |et the Enemy steal thistrea-
surethat has been given unto you from the hand
of David and the hand of Maria. For you have
been more blessed than any people on the face
of the Earth because of this abundant truth. So
takeit, receiveit, cherishit and loveit!

86. Therewill cometheday when you will
diefor thistruth, just aswedid. But therewill
also come the day when you will rise againin
victory and you will go on to your reward, just
aswe did!' And then you will know that it was
worthit, that you madetheright choicein living
your livesinlove.

87.Soliveinlove! Loveand livel Loveand
serve Jesus! And eventually you will die for

love, but you will rise again to love forever in
His Kingdom of love! (End of message froma
Cathar.)

Follow Me, and 1 Will
Make Your Life Worthwhile!

88. (Jesus speaking:) My children of all
ages have had to make the same decision as
you: to forsake the comforts, the fleeting joys
and pleasures and thrills of thisworld to follow
My commandment to love, to livealife of sacri-
fice tolivealifeof giving, preferring othersand
ministering to those in need. You look at your
parents and some of you think, “They're so
worn-out! They’ve suffered so much, forsaken
so much, given up so much.” But they have
done it for their Lord, and these are the true
greatsin My Kingdom!

89. Your parentshavebecomegreatin My
Kingdom, for they havefollowed Mewhither-
soever | haveled, and they have gonewherever
| have asked them to go, and they have be-
lieved whatever | have asked them to believe.
And now | ask you the same—to follow Me.
Andif thefootmen weary you, what will you do
when the horsemen arrive? If these truths of -
fend you, what will you do with stronger truths?

90. So if you seek the comfort, the false
security and thefleetingjoysof thisworld, then
turnaside. Butif you seek tofollow Meinto My
Kingdom, and you have the love and the ideal -
ism and the will and the desire to help others
and lead them into My Kingdom, then follow
Me! Follow David! Follow your queen and your
king and your parents and this Family! And |
will makeyour lifeaworthwhilelife, alifeworth
living! | will giveyou thejoy and the happiness
that you desire. (End of message from Jesus.)

Cathars Who Have Come to Help

91. (Mama:) Thenext two messagesfrom
departed Cathars, including the story from
Hilda, wer er eceived by Family membersonthe
field over thepast year or more. It'sencourag-
ing to see that they’ re speaking to various ones
of you, giving you the encouragement and help
that you need.

92. (Cathar speaking:) Weareyour help-
ers! Wearebeing sent by Jesusto help you—
not only you personally, but thiswhole Family,
to help the children of David. When your father

11



wasreleased into the Heavenlies, we were com-
missioned to come and help, as he has been
gathering abig army to preparefor thisEndtime
battle. Your Father David has been gathering
us, and we are part of hisarmy. Fear not, there-
fore, for we are sent by him, and by Jesus, to
help thiswhole Family.

93.Listentothewhispers, for wearehere
at your beck and call. We have learned much
these last 700 years. Though there is so much
we do not know about the fields and about this
present day, thereismuch in the spirit which we
have learned. We have learned many lessons
through persecution, fighting the battle for the
Word of God, and there is much we can do and
want to do to help you.

94. Benot fearful but believing, for wehave
cometo join this Endtime army! Thisisour
day, and our Savior isallowing usto come back
to fight this last and great, but most thrilling
battle. Fear not, for we are by your side, at your
beck and call. Weare many! For Davidisagypsy
at heart, even as we were gypsies, and as you
are gypsies, and we understand. David wants
his children to be well cared for, and for this
cause he has ralied this big army, and we are
part of it. (End of message from Cathar.)

95. (After we asked for specific names, we
received thefollowing, Cathar speaking:) Our
namesarenot important, for weareCathars.
What isimportant isthat we have cometo help,
to fill you with God's Spirit and strength and
the thoughts of our beloved Jesus.

96. We areyoung, and we arefull of life
and fire! We can empower you with the same
life and fire and strength and youth. Many of
you have been battle-weary, but we areayoung
and new army! Therefore, fear not, for God's
Spiritisin you and His Spirit shall sustain you
and carry you. His Spirit shall give you new
strength and new power that you have never
known—special powersgiven especialy for this
Endtime. The powersthat we have in the Spirit
shall be poured into you.

97. Fear not them which per secuteyou, for
thevictory shall beglorious! Fear not, for you
shall fight here, and you shall fight there, and
you shall be powerful, and nothing shall by any
means stop you! (End of message from a
Cathar.)

Hilda’s Story
98. (Mama:) Thisnext personal testimony

from aCathar givesinsight intothefew older
folkswhodid drop out of the System and join
the Cathar s, athough asthe Catharsthemselves
have said, most of their movement consisted of
youth—teenagers and young adults. Here's
what the Lord said about this:

99. (Jesusspeaking:) | allowed Hildatogive
thistestimony to show how power ful thelove of
the Cathar swas, for her father, though aman of
nobility, left it al behind to follow a group of
young freedom fighters, lovers of the truth and
lovers of God. This did not happen much, but
there were some of the older generation who
yielded to the call of God and |eft their former
lives behind—though for the most part theyouth
were the drop-outs and the Cathars' converts.

100. Hilda' sfather Ieft the System behind
and took hisfamily with him, includingHilda,
his daughter, to live out their remaining days
ontheside of theright, and to claim their bless-
ing and rewards by living and dying for Me.
(End of message from Jesus.)

101. (Hilda speaking:) I am Hilda. | am
French, but | can speak Englishto makeit easier
for you to pass on my message to your house-
hold. | an aCathar. My father was aprincewho
became a Cathar. He taught us about Jesus,
about true love, true brotherhood, about the
lifeof faith. First hekept it hidden, but with his
witness and his love, many started following
and joining us.

102. We wer e happy loving Jesus. Then,
when wegot per secuted, wewent tobewith our
preciousKingin Hisbeautiful Kingdom. We
promised to come back, and herewe are. Aswe
watched your King David from the Heavenlies,
our heartswere beating so fast, aswe could feel
the same spirit in you. You are the embodiment
of what we wanted to live 700 years ago.

103. Wearemany and weareheretohelp.
Welovethisfinal hour, which shall beavictori-
ousone. For though the evil oneisnot yet come
into full power, and though he will try to perse-
cute and kill and massacre you, even as he did
us, you shall have agreater anointing. You shall
have greater power and greater faith, and you
shall have al of us and many, many more at
your beck and call to strengthen you, help you,
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and lead you into battle. Though the evil one
shall rage and rage, casualties shall be few in
number, and each one shall be avictory in the
spirit; it shall beafall upward. It shall makeyou
stronger and more victorious until the glorious
day when Jesus shall come back and take usall
away with Him.

104.1 am Hilda. | haveblueeyesand | wear
my braids gathered around my ears. | am of
royal descent, but when we became Catharswe
lived very ssimply aswe shared our wealth with
our brethren. So | am not dressed in noble ap-
parel; | am dressed simply. | wear alittlewooden
cross around my neck, and | love my Jesus so
much.

105.1 was22 year sold when | wastaken up
to be with Jesus and become His bride. My
father had gone to negotiate with the [Catholic]
church, and while he was gone, they took him
and killed him. Our house and our whole neigh-
borhood was burned to the ground. We tried to
flee but there was nowhere to go. They burned
and pillaged everything, and they killed me as|
wastrying to runwith my younger brother. They
killed him too. But the pain was brief, and we
knew we were going to our Savior. Hereceived
uswith such great honor; Hewiped all our tears
away and gave us so much love that it made it
worthitall.

106. Wewitnessed to somany in theland
that even today they can still remember us.
Thereare placesin Southern France where they
still talk about us. They know we were there,
and when we come back, they will remember the
prophecy and they will know our spirit. Even
when they are persecuting you, they will re-
member how they have persecuted us and how
we have come back.

Jesusis my King,

For Himwill | sing.

Heismy Lover,
I’'mHisbrideforever.

Jesusismy Friend,

He takes me by the hand.

Come, everyone, from near and far

For we are gypsies.
Wearewild and free
And we love Jesus
And Helovesme.

We dance and we sing

Andwelove our King,
AndwearewithHim
For eternity.

Comeon, everyone,
It'stimeto come back.
It'stimeto go help
Thechildren of light.

For they arefighting

And they are winning

And they shall welcome us
With open arms.

Jesusisour King,
ToHimweshall sing.
He'sour Lover,
We'reHisbrideforever.

(End of message from Hilda.)

Did the Cathars Know About

The Loving Jesus Revelation?

107. (Mama:) You might havenocticed that
in theabove messagesfrom the Cathars, they
mentioned how they “loved Jesus.” | asked our
wonderful Husband whether the Cathars had
the gift of Loving Jesus, as other prophecies
seemed to indicate that He had reserved this
revelation for us, asHisintimate Endtime Bride.
Here are the interesting answers He gave:

108. (Jesusspeaking:) | lovethosethat love
Me, and thosewho seek Meshall find Me. That
is why throughout history there have been
those who loved Me in an intimate way, even
though | did not reveal to them the specifics of
this revelation that | have given to you. Even
though | did not show them the depth and de-
tail that | have givenyou so plainly, | did reveal
to them My desire to love them intimately—as
much as they had the faith for.

109. The Cathar shad adeep and passion-
atelovefor Me. They knew they were destined
to live and die for Me, and so desired to love
Mein the most intimate way possible. Because
of their deep love for Me, | did reveal to them
the treasure of loving Me in a more intimate
way than the church accepted—and for this
also they were persecuted, mocked, and finally
put to death, because their passionate and free
love for Me wastoo powerful, too overwhelm-
ing, and the leaders of the church of their day
knew that it would set firein the hearts of others.
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110. Though | wasnot abletogivethemthe
full revelation, asl havegiventoyou, My End-
timechildren, | did entrust them with much,
for they so longed and desired to love Me more
deeply, morewildly, moreas| longed to beloved.
They were not bound in the spirit, but they were
free; they hungered after My love. They had a
deep and insatiable hunger for the things of
My Spirit, so | reveal ed to them how they could
love Me more intimately, beyond what was the
accepted normalcy of their day. In their day it
was considered radical, but it was not the full
revelation as | have revealed it unto you.

111. | havegiven theCathar suntoyou for
helpersand strength in the spirit. The proph-
ecy has been fulfilled that was spoken in the
time of their death, that they would return. And
though they have not returned in the flesh, they
have returned in the spirit—the true reality—
and arevery much aliveinyou, My children of
the End!

112. Regjoicein theloveand freedom that
you share, for they are akin to your spirits.
They would have gladly lived in these daysand
carried the crosswhich you bear, if | had willed
it. They have gone on before you, and have
returned to Earth to help you in these, the Last
Days! (End of message from Jesus.)

113. (Jesus speaking:) Haveyou felt their
spiritshelping you? Have you felt thetouch of
their spiritsin your lives? They are so excited,
they are rejoicing and applauding and jumping
up and down, for now is the chance that they
have been waiting for!

114. They havewaited solongto havetheir
chanceto comeback and takeover theworld.
They have found their opportunity in the chil-
dren of David. The children of David have mani-
fested their faith and belief and yieldedness to
Meand My Spirit and to the Loving Jesus rev-
elation, so now the Cathars have finally found
the willing and yielded vessels through which
they can work. They’re so excited to be ableto
help you! They’re so thankful and thrilled that
the children of David aregoingto carry on some
of the things that they started.

115. They believed in sexual freedomin the
same sense as you. Many of them loved Me
intimately and loved each other intimately and
would have loved many more intimately if the
world would have accepted them. But theworld

scorned them and mocked them and massacred
them, for fear that their religious beliefs would
set others free from the bondage of the System
—free to know Me personally and intimately,
and therefore have no need of thereligious sys-
tem.

116. They did not havetimeto experience
or passon the Loving Jesus message or rev-
elation in the same way that the children of
David havebeen ableto. It wasjust beginningin
their lives. The seed was there, the dream and
the vision and the desire, but they did not have
timeto fulfill it completely in the way that they
wanted to. That is why they are so thrilled and
happy and excited that the children of David will
be ableto carry on what they started and will be
abletofulfill the Loving Jesusrevelation.

117. Now the Cathar sof the spirit and the
children of David in thisworld join for ces, to
be amighty fighting army of the Endtime—one
whichwill accomplish My will inthe End. (End
of message from Jesus.)

118. (Mama:) PraisetheLord! Isn't it en-
couragingtoknow what a supply of Heavenly
help isavailableto us? Please do your part to
forsake the temptations of the world and the
lethargy and compromise that it results in, so
that we can truly bethe called out, Endtimearmy
that the Lord and the Cathars are counting on
us to bel

Looking Back on the Cathars

By David Roberts, Smithsonian Magazine

N a sunny June morning, | sat atop a high

wall on the ruined castle of Montsegur in
southern France, my feet dangling over the
edge. On my left, 500 feet below, a group of
schoolchildren had spread out their picnic on
the edge of a field blazing with dandelions. It
seemed unlikely that the youngsters knew much
about that meadow, whose ancient name
means “Field of the Burned.” There, one March
day in A.D. 1244, knights of the French army
built a huge pyre of brush and wood; then they
led more than 200 chained prisoners from the
castle down to the pyre and burned them alive.
The victims were Cathars, nonviolent Christian
heretics who had convulsed Europe for half a
century.
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To the average American, the Albigensian
Crusade, if the term calls up anything at all, is
but a musty vapor from some forgotten history
lesson. To the inhabitants of Languedoc, the
green and craggy wine-growing region that
sprawls across southwestern France, the cru-
sade forms a keystone of cultural identity. But
for that bitter and protracted war—the only cru-
sade ever declared by a pope against Euro-
peans—Languedoc might today be an inde-
pendent country. Its people might speak Occi-
tan, not French, and troubadour poets might
still sing of their love for unattainable ladies.

The Cathars were divided into an elite,
called parfaits, or “perfects,” and a larger popu-
lation of croyants, or “believers.” (There were
many parfaites, females who had equal status
with the parfaits.)

The Cathars were drawn to southwestern
France because of the region’s tolerance for
unorthodox ideas. By the 12th century, Langue-
doc had become, in the words of one scholar,
“in many respects the most civilized part of
western Europe.” The city of Toulouse was more
opulent and more intellectually advanced than
Paris. The Occitan language was regarded by
literate Europeans as superior to French or Ital-
ian. The rigid feudalism of the north did not hold
sway in Languedoc, where peasants often
owned their own land.

In the 12th century, France was far from the
unified country we know today: its king ruled a
territory only one-tenth the size of modern
France. The count of Toulouse, as the most
powerful lord in Languedoc, was virtually a king
in his own right.

Alarmed by the rise of the Cathars, a series
of 12th century popes set out to stop them. Their
remedy was to send the best Catholic orators
to Languedoc to preach the truth. The first em-
issary was no less a figure than Saint Bernard,
who packed the cathedral at Albi but failed to
convert more than a handful. The preaching cru-
sade gave way to a series of debates between
Cathar and Catholic spokesmen. These wildly
popular frays lasted as long as eight days. Led
by such eloquent parfaits as Guilabert of
Castres, the Cathars gave as good as they got.

One day in 1206, a pair of discouraged
Spanish clerics paused for a rest in Montpellier,
where they ran into some equally disheartened
papal legates, veterans of these debates. It

suddenly occurred to the Spaniards that the
Cathars had won much of their following by the
daunting example of their poverty and simplicity.
Why not fight the heretics with their own weap-
ons? The Spaniards set out barefoot, penni-
less, living on bread and water, to preach their
way across Languedoc. The older priest quickly
weakened and went home to die, but the
younger made people sit up and take notice.
Dominic de Guzman, soon to found an order of
friars now called the Dominicans, was regarded
in Languedoc as an impressive madman. Yet
even Dominic failed to dent the heresy.

In 1198, Innocent Il was elected pope. Re-
lentless in his determination to wipe out the
Cathars, Innocent began snarling at the heels
of the Languedocian nobility who sheltered
Cathars. His main target was Raymond VI,
count of Toulouse.

The papal legate charged with exterminat-
ing heresy in Languedoc set forth for a meeting
with Raymond VI, and in January 1208 these
two stubborn men locked horns. Raymond re-
fused to give in to the legate’s demands, and
uttered vague threats when the man announced
his departure. The next morning, as the legate’s
party tried to ford the Rhone, a mysterious
horseman charged the camp and killed the
legate with a lance through the back.

Thus, in a single stroke, began what would
become one of the most savage of all medi-
eval wars. Innocent declared the legate a mar-
tyr and launched the crusade. Monks roamed
the northern roads, offering the papal indul-
gence of remission of all sins for 40 days’ ser-
vice in the holy war. An army of northerners,
more than 15,000 strong, gathered in Lyon.

In July 1209 the army marched on the ill-
prepared town of Beziers, in northeastern
Languedoc. Led by a ragtag mob, the crusaders
burst through the town gates and unleashed a
riot of murder and looting. In the middle of the
massacre, it was reported, leader Arnald-
Amaury was asked how the soldiers could dis-
tinguish heretics from Catholics. “Kill them all,”
he replied; “God will recognize His own.”

Though the eradication of heresy was the
pretext for the crusade, it quickly became a free-
for-all of secular opportunism. Petty lords of the
north, languishing in bankrupt fiefdoms, saw
the war as a chance to grow rich and powerful
in Languedoc. Simon de Montfort was elected
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by his peers as head of the army, whose ranks
were constantly depleted by crusaders return-
ing home after serving their 40 days.

The bloodiest period of the Albigensian
War came in its first four years, from 1208 to
1212, as Simon swept across the length and
breadth of Languedoc. Victories were cel-
ebrated with atrocities. Such spectacles re-
vealed the self-righteous cruelty of fanaticism,
second nature to men like Simon de Montfort
and Arnald-Amaury. ... Some 300 to 400 her-
etics found hiding inside the walls [at Lavaur]
were taken outside town where, as the cru-
sade’s historian, who was a participant, put it,
“we burned them alive with joy in our hearts.”

One of the bravest resistances took place
at Minerve. After six weeks of siege, the defend-
ers capitulated. Arnald-Amaury agreed to spare
the lives of Minerve’s heroic garrison, including
its 140 parfaits, if only they would abjure their
heresy. But as the crusaders marched through
the streets, the parfaits told them to save their
breath: “Why preach at us? We care nothing for
your faith, and we deny the church of Rome.”
The [female] parfaites, says the chronicler, were
even more obdurate than the men. A pyre was
prepared. The conquerors were spared the
trouble of dragging their victims to their deaths:
many Cathars threw themselves onto the
flames.

By the end of 1212, Simon had conquered
virtually all of Languedoc. But the back country
was a tortuous wilderness of dense forests,
limestone gorges pocked with caves and
mountains with overhanging cliffs. After the
burnings of Lavaur and Minerve, the Cathars
fled to the forests and mountains.

Gradually the Cathars and their adherents
began to assemble in cliff-top castles deep in
the wilderness. The ruins of more than 50 of
these sanctuaries stand today. In their rude de-
fensive isolation they remain the most spec-
tacular medieval ruins in France.

The war wound on, as Simon found it
harder to keep his southern holdings than it
had been to conquer them. One rebellion after
another sprang up; the crusaders, who had
perfected the art of siege, found themselves
besieged. By 1224 the southerners had re-
claimed nearly all of Languedoc and were close
to winning the war. For years, Innocent Ill had
beseeched the king of France to join the cru-

sade; in 1226, Louis VIl heeded the exhorta-
tion.

Exhausted by two decades of warfare,
which had turned much of their country into
wasteland, the southerners gave up in 1229.
Languedoc ceased forever to be an indepen-
dent state. The conquerors tore down the walls
of Toulouse and erected new churches.

Pope Innocent had died, but Pope Gregory
IX knew there were still heretics hiding out all
over the South of France. In 1233 he put the
Dominicans in charge of a systematic effort to
expunge them. Thus was born the Inquisition.
The burnings began again—perhaps 5,000 all
told in the subsequent half-century. The inquisi-
tors even convicted dead Cathars, exhumed
their bones and publicly burned them.

For the remaining Cathars, life became an
incessant flight from one sanctuary to another.
By the late 1230s, some 500 Cathars and sup-
porters had taken refuge in the seemingly im-
pregnable castle of Montsegur, atop its steep
plug of limestone. Neither the church nor the
royal army knew what to do about this bastion
of heresy; for years it was left alone. Then in
1242, some knights from Montsegur rode out
and killed a small band of inquisitors. Enraged,
the church directed an army of several thou-
sand troops to lay siege to Montsegur.

Montsegur held out for nine months,
through the bitter winter of 1243-44. In early
March, the garrison surrendered. On March 16,
the army led more than 200 Cathars down the
mountain and burned them in the meadow.

Through the last half of the 13th century,
Cathars continued to meet clandestinely in for-
ests and caves to hold their ceremonies, and
the Inquisition continued to burn them when
they caught them.

Much about the Cathars remains mysteri-
ous. In its fury, the church burned, along with
the heretics, every piece of Cathar writing it
could find. We know the Cathars wrote books,
but we are left with mere fragments of their
thought. Our grasp of the faith of the Cathars
comes chiefly from confessions wrung from
their lips by Catholic torturers who destroyed
everything they stood for. H
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